
 
 

Your WBA Joins In Viewability Ex Parte Letter 
 

On behalf of your WBA and 45 other State Broadcasters Associations, an Ex Parte Letter from counsel was recently 
filed with the FCC strongly urging the Commission to retain its so-called “Viewability Rule” and extend its life for at 
least another three years. That rule requires cable systems, that offer a hybrid digital and analog service as 
distinguished from a digital only service, to insure that all of their subscribers have the ability to view on their analog 
television sets all must-carry stations. 
 
We argued that millions of cable subscribers continue to rely upon analog cable service; that 31% of all TV 
households do not have a digital receiver; that more than 20% of all cable subscribers receive only analog service; 
that millions more of digital cable subscribers rely upon analog to some extent; and that 40% of all television 
broadcast stations elected or defaulted to must-carry status. We also pointed out that unaffiliated television stations as 
well as those affiliated with smaller networks like CW Television Network and MyNetworkTV - along with all of their 
locally-originated, unique and diverse programming - would be the most at risk if the Viewability Rule were allowed to 
expire. 
 
The Ex Parte Letter asserted that the Viewability Rule is the product of a statutory mandate; that it has operated 
exactly as intended and that we were not aware of any complaints from television stations or of any waivers sought by 
cable operators. It was also argued that if the Commission were to allow the Viewability Rule to lapse in 
circumstances where, as here, the statutory mandate remained, the Commission would unnecessarily, and we 
submitted improvidently, risk causing widespread confusion and misunderstandings among consumers, cable 
operators and television stations that would likely lead to complaints and potentially to litigation seeking enforcement 
of the statutory provision upon which the Viewability Rule is grounded. 
 


