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Broadcasters bring advocacy effort to Madison, DC
Fellow WBA members, I begin today with a very 
sincere Thank You! Thank you for joining us in Janu-
ary for the “WBA State Legislative Day” 
and for your very meaningful lobbying 
efforts. With your help, we lobbied our 
legislators from across the state for near-
ly five hours, conducting 94 in-person 
meetings. We are grateful to you for 
your time and expertise and thank you 
for your commitment to keeping our 
issues before those who can help us 

achieve our legislative goals. It was a tremendous effort!

The key issues of “Personal Property Tax Repeal”, “Cameras in the 
Courtroom”, and “Reforming Wisconsin’s Public Records Law” couldn’t 
be more important in helping us do our jobs as broadcasters with 
complete reporting and full transparency for viewers.  

I am also happy to report that the “Personal Property Tax Repeal” bill 
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has now been introduced to state legislators. We will keep you posted 
on what more needs to be done.

We also recently returned from NAB’s “State Leadership 
Conference”, where we pivoted to significant federal 
issues.  Members of the WBA’s Executive and Legislative 
Committees were in Washington with Michelle and Kyle 
for meetings and lobbying on Feb. 28 and March 1.  We 
met with our elected officials, including both Senators, 
and worked hard to present our case.

Our focus in D.C. this year included:  

• Supporting the “Local Radio Freedom Act” and oppos-
ing AMFA (American Music Fairness Act).

• Explaining and supporting ATSC 3.0
• Defending Local Journalism (JCPA) and fighting Big Tech 
(Google and Facebook)
• Encouraging Diversity in Broadcasting: Reinstate the Tax 

Jan Wade

WBA Chair
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Broadcasters extend partnership 
with Wisconsin Army National Guard 

Continued on page 3>
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I’d like to start off my column by shar-
ing with you a note from our friends 
at the Wisconsin Army National 
Guard:

Dear WBA members,  

We are extremely pleased to announce 
that our contract is live, effective March 
1, 2023!

I can’t tell you how great it feels to be able to be the mes-
senger on this topic. I have so much respect and loyalty 
to you and your mission, and we have an incredibly 
rich history together, all of us serving the great state of 
Wisconsin. We have provided our NCSA/PEP spots to your 
WBA for distribution, and we’re involved with many of 
you throughout the state, with the goal of creating new, 
localized content. I have also been actively engaged in 
interviews to get the word out about our recruiting chal-
lenges, and I’m hopeful for more airtime. Please contact 
me if you can squeeze this topic in at your station(s). 
Many thanks to those who have already supported our 
strategic messaging efforts. I have sincere appreciation 
for your patience and willingness to work with the gov-

ernment! We are a tough client! We will do amazing 
things together over this next year, and in the years 
to come. 

My very best to you all, 

Lieutenant Colonel Shannon Hellenbrand, WIARNG 
Recruiting & Retention Commander

I share Lt. Col. Hellenbrand’s excitement for this 
development. It is truly an important part of our 
shared missions to serve our fellow Wisconsinites. 
We’re excited for the future. Thank you!

State Capitol Media Training 

Your WBA held a vir-
tual educational ses-
sion on Feb. 17 for 
members and staff 
at the State Capitol 
to learn about how 
to interact with the 

media and the Capitol Press Corp. There was great 
participation, and we expect to do this again at 

Michelle 
Vetterkind, 
CAE
WBA President 
and CEO
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5 Wisconsin House representatives join Local Radio Freedom Act
Five Wisconsin Congressional 
Representatives are support-
ing the recently reintroduced 
Local Radio Freedom Act 
(LRFA) as cosponsors. The 
resolutions in the House 
of Representatives and the 
Senate oppose “any new 
performance fee, tax, royalty, 
or other charge” on local 

broadcast radio stations.

The cosponsors include Reps. Bryan Steil, Derrick Van Orden, Glenn Grothman, Tom Tiffany, and Mike 
Gallagher. A Senate version of the bill has yet to be introduced.

Last session more than half the members of the U.S. House cosponsored the bill.

The Local Radio Freedom Act (LRFA) signals Members of Congress’s opposition to any potential legislation 
that would impose new performance royalties on broadcast radio stations for music airplay.

“Congress should not impose any new performance fee, tax, royalty, or other charge relating to the public 
performance of sound recordings on a local radio station for broadcasting sound recordings over the air, 
or on any business for the public performance of sound recordings on a local radio station broadcast over 
the air,” reads the Local Radio Freedom Act.

the start of future sessions. Thank you so much 
to our panelists: Scott Bauer from AP, Emilee 
Fannon from CBS 58 (WDJT-TV), and Bob Hague 
from the Wisconsin Radio Network, and a special 
thank you to Shawn Johnson from Wisconsin 
Public Radio for being the moderator. It was a 
terrific service that will hopefully benefit both 
representatives and journalists.

WBA Board Chair joins Silver Circle

I had the pleasure of being asked to give clos-
ing remarks at the induction of several WBA 

members to the 
National Academy 
of Television Arts 
and Sciences’ Silver 
Circle. The follow-
ing were inducted: 
John Eddy, WISN-TV, 

Dwight Moss, WISN-TV, Rick Rietbrock, WTMJ-TV, 
and Glenn Riley, Milwaukee PBS. I was invited 
to attend by the fifth inductee and current WBA 
Board Chair Jan Wade, from WISN-TV.

The Television Academy established the Silver 
Circle to honor outstanding individuals who 

have devoted 25 years or more to the television 
industry, and who have made significant contri-
butions to TV in their local market.

Congratulations to Jan and the rest of the 
inductees.

Ten Minute trainer

Finally, I’d like to highlight an important new 
benefit for WBA members. Ten Minute Trainer 
is available for all WBA members, but we have 
a limited number of licenses available. It comes 
from P1 and the Swagger Institute, but the con-
tent is aimed not only at sales, but at numerous 
aspects of broadcasting.

You can learn more about it and how to sign up 
on page 6.

Please be sure you take some time with this 
newsletter. There’s a lot going on with your WBA 
right now and you don’t want to miss any of it!

And join me in congratulating Kyle Geissler 
on his promotion to WBA Vice President. Read 
more on page 7.

Have a safe and enjoyable spring season!

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1
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New phone number for WBA Legal Hotline
The WBA’s Madison Legal Hotline has a new number:

608-284-4000

This change is permanent. Please disregard the previous number and 
share this change with your teams.

The DC Legal hotline has NOT changed: 202-383-3337

You can always find the legal hotlines on the member’s only section 
of the WBA website:

wi-broadcasters.com/legal-hotlines/

W E E K L Y  
R A D I O  
A D D R E S S

Every Friday
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Certificate Program
• Supporting the Congressional Broadcasters Caucus – (House only).  
A resource to educate members of Congress about broadcast-relat-
ed issues.  

Your WBA under-
stands the impor-
tance of continued 
engagement on each 
of our issues, both in 
Madison and in Wash-
ington D.C. Afterall, 
if we don’t tell our 
story who will? We 
need to stay “top of 
mind” not only during 
scheduled lobbying 
days, but also when 
elected officials come 
to your stations or 
“in-district” as they 
return home to meet 

with constituents. This important advocacy work adds up in our favor 
which is critical to our long-term success.  

Finally, remember your community work. Elected officials need to 
know you are making the community better, and they need to fully 
appreciate the work you do to help people in need. What you do mat-
ters! Make sure they know the full scope of that, and write to them 
periodically, telling them.

Once again, thank you for your continued engagement. The WBA is 
richer because of it.

Timm to retire as EAS Committee chair

After more than 30 years as Broadcast Chair of 
the Wisconsin EAS Committee, Gary Timm retired 
from this position on March 1.  The Wisconsin SECC 
unanimously elected committee member Chris 
Tarr as Timm’s successor.   

Tarr is Group Director of Engineering for Magnum 
Media, a family-owned Wisconsin radio group with 
25 stations from Racine to Eau Claire. He is very 
active with the Society of Broadcast Engineers 
(SBE) both in Wisconsin and has served twice on its 
National Board of Directors. He also serves on the 
Wisconsin Broadcasters Clinic program committee.

Timm said, “Tarr is eminently qualified for this posi-
tion, and I have every confidence that he will do a 
great job, with the full support of our 13-member 
SECC. I am appreciative of Magnum Media agree-
ing to share Chris’ abilities and expertise through 
his leadership of the State EAS Committee.” 

Timm said that with his 70th birthday coming this year and the FCC 
approval of Wisconsin’s State EAS plan completed, this seemed like 
a good transition point.

“It’s impossible to overstate the critical role Gary plays on the state 
and national level when it comes to his leadership on EAS. He’s 
done more for EAS, broadcasters, and the public than most will 
ever know about,” said WBA President and CEO Michelle Vetterkind. 
“Gary is respected around the country for his knowledge and lead-
ership on EAS, and we were very fortunate to call him our own.”

“We are excited to have Chris Tarr in this important role going 
forward, and we’re grateful to Magnum Media for lending us his ex-
pertise and commitment,” Vetterkind said. “Chris has the knowledge 
and dedication to make sure EAS remains a reliable public safety 
benefit for our communities.”

Timm was inducted into the WBA Hall of Fame in 2018.

“It’s been a privilege to volunteer my service all these years for the 
people of Wisconsin, and the EAS on a national basis,” Timm wrote. 
“I will truly miss my EAS colleagues and friends, and thanks to you 
all for the support and rewarding relationships.”

CHAIR’S COLUMN
Continued from page 1

Timm

Tarr

2023 Election windows for Lowest Unit Charge
Elections Election Dates Window for LUC begins
Spring General April 4, 2023 Jan. 7, 2023

EEO Session: A Review Of FCC EEO Requirements
The FCC is considering changes to its EEO rules but, 
even while considering changes to its policies, it 
continues to enforce the rules that are in place.  A 
station’s compliance is reviewed both in connection 
with its license renewal, through periodic random 
audits and, for larger station groups, at the mid-
point between renewal applications.   Stations 
are required to engage in wide dissemination of 
information about job openings and engage in spec-
ified outreach activities designed to educate their 

communities about broadcast employment and to train employees 
for advancement in their broadcast careers, even if they have no 
job openings.  Join us on April 13 at 10 a.m. when WBA Washington 
counsel David Oxenford of the law firm Wilkinson Barker Knauer will 
review all of the FCC’s EEO obligations and discuss how you can meet 
those obligations to stay out of trouble with the FCC, and what might 
lie in store in the way of future FCC EEO compliance obligations.

Sign up at wi-broadcasters.org/eeo-session/

This session is one of the two EEO sessions offered annually by the 
WBA as part of the WBA’s Assistance Plan for EEO Compliance. The 
second session will be held June 14 at the WBA Summer Conference 
in Elkhart Lake. Details to come.

Oxenford

Wisconsin EAS plan approved by FCC
The Wisconsin State Emergency Communications Committee has 
won approval of its state EAS plan from the FCC.

In 2022, the FCC initiated a review of all State EAS plans. After mul-
tiple rounds of changes, the FCC approved the Wisconsin State EAS 
Plan on Feb. 3.  Wisconsin is the ninth plan to be approved. 

According to Wisconsin EAS Committee Broadcast Chair Gary Timm, 
the main hurdle was the FCC requirement that every state add more 
monitoring for the President’s EAS message and deliver it into each 
EAS Operational Area.  In Wisconsin, we accomplished this through 
the excellent cooperation of the engineers at each of the EAS LP-1 
stations, who either ran an audio cable from an existing satellite 
receiver at their facility or installed a new satellite receiver furnished 
by the WBA.

“The SECC wishes to thank WBA for financing the four needed receiv-
ers, and acknowledges the diligent work of the engineers at our LP-1 
stations who took time from their busy days to do this wiring,” Timm 
wrote. “With this additional EAN monitoring at the LP-1 stations that 

Continued on page 11>
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FROM THE JACOBS MEDIA TEAM AS PART OF THE JACOBS MEDIA/WBA DIGITAL PARTNERSHIP

How Wisconsin broadcasters can use ChatGPT , other AI writing tools
There’s been a lot of hype lately about writing tools that 
use artificial intelligence (AI) and what they might mean 
for the future of the broadcasting industry. The conver-
sation has focused largely on ChatGPT, as well as recent 
rivals created by Google and Microsoft, but similar tools 
have been available for a while. I have been using Jasper 
since a Wisconsin broadcaster turned me on to it over a 
year ago.

AI tools are not just limited to text, either. There are new 
AI platforms that can perform any number of tasks, from 

video editing to voiceover narration. Does this mean 
that broadcasting talent is about to be displaced by 
a new wave of smart software?

To find out, let’s test ChatGPT with a few prompts 
and see what it produces:

1. Input: Write a list of 5 interview questions to ask 
Rihanna after her halftime performance at the Super-
bowl.

Output:

Sure, here are five potential interview questions to ask Rihanna after her 
halftime performance at the Superbowl:

1. Your halftime performance was incredible and featured a lot of 
energy and high-flying stunts. How did you prepare for the performance, 
and how did you feel during the show?

2. Your music has evolved and changed a lot over the years. How 
did you choose which songs to perform at the Superbowl halftime show, 
and what was your thinking behind the setlist?

3. The halftime show featured a lot of pyrotechnics and special 
effects. How did you work with the production team to design the visuals 
for the show, and what was your favorite part of the performance?

4. You’ve been an influential figure in music, fashion, and 
entertainment for years now. How do you see your role in inspiring and 
empowering other artists, and what advice would you give to someone 
who wants to follow in your footsteps?

5. Finally, the Superbowl is known for bringing people together, 
even if they don’t necessarily agree on everything. What message did you 
hope to convey through your performance, and what do you think music 
can do to bring people together in divisive times?

Thoughts: While this list provides some good starter ideas for ques-
tions, it’s not entirely accurate. For example, Rihanna is pregnant with 
her second child, so she didn’t do any “stunts” at the Superbowl, though 
she did have dancers on high floating platforms. So, while the AI is a 
good brainstorming tool here, it’s no substitute for actually watching the 
halftime show.

2. Input: Write a paragraph explaining why companies should support 
Wisconsin Public Radio through underwriting.

Output:

Companies should consider supporting Wisconsin Public Radio through 
underwriting because it provides a unique opportunity to reach a highly 
engaged and educated audience across the state of Wisconsin. Wisconsin 
Public Radio has a loyal listener base of over 300,000 individuals, many 
of whom are professionals, decision-makers, and influencers in their 
respective communities. Underwriting with Wisconsin Public Radio offers 
businesses the chance to associate themselves with the high-quality 

programming that the station is known for, and to demonstrate their 
commitment to supporting public media and the values of education, 
quality journalism, and civic engagement. Furthermore, underwriting on 
Wisconsin Public Radio is an effective way for companies to build brand 
recognition and to promote their products or services to a targeted 
and receptive audience. By supporting Wisconsin Public Radio through 
underwriting, companies can demonstrate their commitment to the 
communities they serve while also reaping the benefits of increased 
brand awareness and customer engagement.

Thoughts: While the output isn’t bad, it contains a factual error: Accord-
ing to its website, Wisconsin Public Radio reaches 
over 368,000 people each week, not 300,000. 
Moreover, this text feels like generic boilerplate. For 
comparison, see the real WPR webpage for donors, 
which contains many more compelling details 
about its listenership: https://www.wpr.org/sup-
port/sponsor.

3. Input: Write a paragraph telling radio listeners to 
listen to the station’s morning show every day this week 
for a chance to win tickets before you can buy them to 

see Jason Mraz perform at the Breese Stevens Field on July 28. Make it sound 
exciting.

Output:

Attention all music lovers! This week, make sure to tune in to our morn-
ing show every day for an exciting chance to win tickets before they go 
on sale to see the amazing Jason Mraz perform at Breese Stevens Field 
on July 28th! This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience the 
Grammy Award-winning artist’s soulful, uplifting music in a beautiful 
outdoor venue. By listening to our morning show, not only will you get 
your daily dose of great music, news, and entertainment, but you will also 
have the chance to secure your spot at one of the most anticipated music 
events of the year! So don’t wait – tune in every morning, be the first to 
call in, and win your tickets to see Jason Mraz live at Breese Stevens Field!

Thoughts: This response is somewhat generic because my input was 
vague — I did not specify a particular radio station — but when it does 
provide details, it is correct: Jason Mraz has won two Grammys, and the 
venue is outdoors. The adjectives, such as “soulful” and “uplifting” are also 
appropriate for Mraz; you can imagine the AI using different words to 
describe Doja Cat or Five Finger Death Punch.

Overall, ChatGPT’s outputs are pretty good, but definitely not perfect. 
Using AI tools like this one essentially shift the content creator’s role from 
“author” to “editor,” but it does not eliminate the work entirely. You still 
need to fact-check the output, and you may want to improve the text by 
including more specifics. You would certainly never want to rely on the AI 
to do primary reporting on a subject. Before long, broadcasters will want 
to implement policies governing how their employees should use AI. 
Nonetheless, it’s easy to see how AI content creation tools can be useful 
for overworked broadcasters who are looking for ways to save time.

But the bottom line is these tools are apparently here to stay, and we en-
courage all broadcasters to familiarize themselves with them.  And if you 
play around with it, contact me – I’d love to hear your thoughts about this 
technology.

The WBA Digital Hotline is a free service of the Wisconsin Broadcasters 
Association.  If you have any questions about your digital, mobile, or social 
strategies, contact Jacobs Media at Seth@jacobsmedia.com

Seth Resler
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Young Professional of the Year

Young professionals are making their mark on 
broadcasting in Wisconsin and the WBA is recogniz-
ing them.

The WBA Young Professional of the Year Award 
seeks to recognize young broadcasters who have 
made a significant impact on their stations and 

communities. A subcommittee of the WBA Board of Directors selected 
five young professionals to recognize in 2023, and one of those five 
has been identified as the  “Young Professional of the Year.” 

Two of the other honorees were indentified in the last Wisconsin 
Broadcaster, Amanda Spark and Caleb Svendsen. The Young Profes-
sional of the Year will be announced in the May/June newsletter and 
awarded at the WBA Summer Conference on June 14 in Elkhart Lake. 
The honorees will also be recognized at the conference luncheon.

Our next two honorees are Jerad Clark and Victor Jacobo.

Young broadcasting professionals recognized for contributions

Company: Mid-West Family Madison 
Position: VP of Business Development 
Years at station: 13 
Started in broadcasting (year): 2010

How did you get into broadcasting?

Well wouldn’t you know it, I heard an ad on the 
radio for a sales position open at Mid-West Family. It 
sounded like something I could do and do well, so as 
a recent graduate I applied and they took a chance 

on me. I was hired by Theresa Timm and Hall of Famer Howard Gloede 
in of La Crosse. So this is where I got my start, as a sales representa-
tive, selling for six stations. 

How do you view the role of young professionals in  
broadcasting?

I view the role of a YP in this industry as the generation that will help 
push broadcasters into new technology and revenue streams. A 
disrupter generation if you will, combining the content and success 
broadcasting has always had, with social platforms, data, and all the 
ways of delivering content today. Without the historical perspective, 
besides what I read and hear, I believe the YP generation will be the 
folks that help broadcast through its biggest challenge yet!

What advice would you give to other young broadcasters?

This is an industry where if you work hard, the possibilities are end-
less. It’s not rigid. The path is not defined. So create your own path, 
look beyond what’s happening today and seek out new opportuni-
ties. Those who avoid the “rinse and repeat” methods will have great 
success. Ask questions, be curious, and don’t be afraid to try some-
thing new!

What does the future of broadcasting look like to you?

The future of broadcast is exciting! We’re expanding into new 
platforms, new content, and new revenue streams. The ambiguity of 
radio gives its strength going into the future, we’ve always been “a 
lot things” to people and technology only helps us deliver content in 
more ways to our audiences. We’re malleable, we can adapt, and our 
content will continue to be our strength. The other future we have is 
a tethered relationship, in the form of data, to our audiences. This will 
be our most valuable asset going forward: Our 1 to 1 relationship with 
the audience and the ability to connect with them directly. 

Jerad Clark

Victor Jacobo
Company: WDJT CBS 58/WYTU Telemundo  
Wisconsin 
Position: Reporter 
Years at station: 4.5 (5 in June) 
Started in broadcasting (year): 2014

How did you get into broadcasting?

My first experience in broadcasting was actually in 
high school. I was very fortunate Libertyville High 
School had a program called Cat TV (we were the 
Wildcats). I got opportunities to do sideline report-

ing and play-by-play calling for various sports events at our school. 
I continued developing my skills in college at Marquette University 
working in student media including MUTV, Marquette Radio, and 
Marquette Wire. 

My first professional job was as an associate producer for TouchVision, 
a now-shut down division of Weigel Broadcasting. I made my way 
to a producer before operations shut down. I made my way to local 
news in my next role as a producer at WISC News 3 in Madison. I then 
joined WDJT CBS 58 as an associate producer, then producer before 
getting in front of the camera as a reporter.

How do you view the role of young professionals in  
broadcasting?

Perhaps now more than ever, young professionals must harness new 
technology and trends to help their newsrooms thrive. A news-
room with generational diversity is important and valuable. Pairing 
experience of seasoned veterans with novel knowledge from young 
professionals of how information is consumed today helps make the 
overall news product strong. On top of learning the tried-and-true 
ways in which newsrooms achieve success, young professionals can 
and must challenge the status quo of approaching news, audiences 
and technology. That’s true in a newsroom and outside of one. Ad-
dressing challenges in audience reach, news coverage and more from 
a young professional’s perspective will ultimately leave the future of 
broadcasting in secure hands.

What advice would you give to other young broadcasters?

There’s a scene in ‘Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade’ taking the 
audience back to a young Indy in which he steals a cross from trea-
sure hunters only to be caught and forced to give the cross back. The 
leader of the treasure hunters tells the young Indy, “You lost today, 
kid. That doesn’t mean you have to like it.”

I would tell young broadcasters there are no straight paths in achiev-
ing what you want out of your career in broadcasting, though it’s easy 
to fall in the trap of comparing yourselves to others who appear to be 
on a direct path of success. The path you go on will likely leave you 
facing challenges they didn’t talk about in class like living somewhere 
far from home and away from friends and family or working difficult 
hours. I’d tell young broadcasters to find their ‘why’ of what is leading 
them to want this career. If the ‘why’ is strong and deep, it will help 
you go a long way. If the ‘why’ is something superficial or shallow, 
you’re likely looking at a shorter run at this. Find your ‘why,’ make sure 
it’s strong and remind yourself of what that is in challenging mo-
ments and it will keep you going on the path that’s best for you.

What does the future of broadcasting look like to you?

I’m humble enough to say I don’t really know what the future holds. 

Clark

Jacobo

Continued on page 11>
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Making a Difference
WSAW-TV’s ‘Share Your Holidays” raises $149K

WSAW-TV’s annual Share 
Your Holidays campaign 
raised $149,063 and 
thousands of pounds of 
non-perishable food during 
its 20th year. One hundred 
percent of the money is 
split between the Wausau 
Salvation Army and The 
Neighbors’ Place. Food 
that was donated will go 
to Peyton’s Promise for dis-
tribution to multiple food 
pantries.

Share Your Holidays has now raised $1,322,742 since its inception 20 
years ago. Studies show that every dollar donated to a food pantry 
buys three or four meals.

Thanks to matching grants, every dollar donated up to $76,000 was 
doubled. The BA and Esther Greenheck Foundation, The MacDonald 
Foundation, The Miller-Halverson Family, the Dudley Foundation, JX 
Truck Center, and IncredibleBank all provided matching grants.

The 2022 Share Your Holidays campaign began on Nov. 23 and con-
cluded on Dec. 30. Viewers were encouraged to donate money online. 
Donors could also drop off food or money at WSAW-TV or at Incredi-
bleBank locations in the Wausau area.

WMTV-TV raises more than 5 million meals
WMTV’s 27th annual NBC15 Share Your 
Holidays Campaign surpassed its goal 
of raising 5 million meals for Second 
Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wiscon-
sin. The final total was 5,370,814 meals 
raised. With $10 equaling roughly 25 
meals, thanks to the buying power of 
Second Harvest, the total cash equiva-
lent is $2,148,325 raised. The campaign 
also collected and sorted 36,952 thou-
sand of pounds of food.

NBC15 Share Your Holidays benefits Second Harvest Foodbank of 
Southern Wisconsin, which helps families and individuals facing food 
insecurities in 16 southern Wisconsin counties. The non-profit dis-
tributes food to 200 partner agencies and programs, including food 
pantries in local schools.

The 2022 campaign was held from Oct. 26 to Dec. 31. This year’s 
theme was “Together.” NBC15, Second Harvest, local businesses, 
volunteers, schools and individual donors worked together to exceed 
the 5 million meal goal. 

WMTV’s late anchor, Mike McKinney, had a personal mission to elim-
inate hunger and founded the NBC15 Share Your Holidays campaign 
outside of a Madison grocery store—collecting donations in the 
parking lot on a single day. That year, more than 50,000 meals were 
raised. Since its inception, the campaign has raised more than 63 
million meals.

Ten Minute Trainer available now to WBA members
We’re excited to announce the official launch of Ten-Minute Trainer 
Network, an OTT-based training program, FREE for all Wisconsin 
Broadcasters Association Members!

This new training platform from P1 Learning and Derron Steenber-
gen’s Swagger Institute has the same delivery power as other OTT 
based apps like Netflix, but with content focused on solving the chal-
lenges that broadcast professionals face daily through short under 
10-minute videos. 

Ten-Minute Trainer Network offers topics covering sales, digital, 
management, creative, development, and even personal finance from 
an entirely new group of trainers both in and outside of broadcasting 
like Chris Lytle, AdCellerant, Borrell & Associates, Creative Ready, P1 
Learning, Swagger Institute and more!

You’ll even have full access to past recorded videos (like Rising Above) 
when and where you want, including the ability to download and 
watch offline through a mobile app (iOS and Google Play) so you can 
view the content on the move, when and wherever you go. What are 
you waiting for? Register today as limited user codes are available.
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Radio group’s effort supports low income residents
Heartland Communications Group 
teamed up with a local business 
in Ashland over the holidays to 
support the Magic Stocking, an 
annual initiative that supports the 
work of The BRICK Ministries. The 
effort raised $2,185.

Magic Stockings were placed in select area businesses during the hol-
idays and shoppers are encouraged to drop their change, checks, or 
cash in the Magic Stocking. Moore’s on Main matched the donations 
dollar for dollar up to $1,000 with proceeds going to The BRICK. 

This initiative is an important way to ensure that The BRICK is able to 
provide services throughout the year. It serves low-income residents 
of Ashland and Bayfield Counties

Radio station brings hope with shoebox gifts for kids
For years, Life 102.5 (WNWC) listeners 
have shared hope by providing kids in 
Madison and the surrounding areas with 
Shoebox Gifts for Kids. This year, when 
listeners shopped for everything on their 
Christmas list, they picked up a few extra 
things for kids in need. 

Items like school supplies and small toys 
were placed in a shoebox, wrapped up, 
and dropped off at several locations 

around Madison. More than 2,000 shoeboxes were donated this year 
to families in need.

Volunteers of Life 102.5 picked up the shoeboxes from various drop-
off locations and took them to Fountain of Life Covenant Church in 
Madison. Jackie Hunt, who is heavily involved with the church and 
with W.I.N.R.S. for Christ, distributed the gifts to families around Madi-
son which provided kids with gifts to open on Christmas.

“So many families are experiencing hardships this year,” Hunt said. 
“We are so thankful and grateful that we have received over 2,000 
shoebox gifts to get into the hands and homes of families and chil-
dren who could benefit from having them this holiday season.”

These gifts were given to children this Christmas season because of 
donations from listeners and volunteers. The effort was supported by 
sponsor Iron Mercantile.

Station gathers Lego sets for children’s hospital
The American Family Children’s Hospital received 
almost 1,000 Lego sets after a Madison radio 
station’s annual Lego Drive.

Life 102.5 (WNWC) has partnered with the hospi-
tal for six years to bring hope to the kids during 
their stay at the hospital. The community of 
Madison and surrounding areas worked together 
to make this lasting impact.

“On behalf of the Child Life team, I want to say 
thank you for another wonderfully successful Lego Drive this year,” 
said Rachel Lodahl, who works at The American Family Children’s 
Hospital. “We are so appreciative for the ongoing support that Life 
102.5 provides by hosting this drive year after year, and of course the 
community of donors who are so generous to support the needs of 
our patients and families. Thank you so much for your gifts. They truly 
make a positive difference in the hospital experience for so many 
children and teens.”

Young Professionals to hold pre-gala panel, social
Get inspired by a panel of your fellow young 
Wisconsin broadcasters! The WBA Young 
Professionals Committee is hosting a panel 
discussion followed by a social hour at the 
Madison Marriott West the afternoon before 
the WBA Awards Gala. Come to get inspired 
and network with your peers in broadcast-
ing. 

Your panelists will be talking about their 
enthusiasm for the future of broadcasting: 

• Amanda Gilbert (Spark), Big Radio, Janesville

• James Groh, WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee

• Alex Strouf, ESPN Madison

• Kyle Wallace, The Truth, Milwaukee

• Moderator: Terry Stevenson, Seehafer Broadcasting and Chair of 
the WBA Young Professionals Committee

The panel discussion starts at 1 p.m. and will be followed at 2 p.m. 
by a visit to “World of Beer,” a short walk from the Marriott. You’ll be 
done in time to go to the WBA Awards Gala at the Marriott that same 
evening.

Sign up at: wi-broadcasters.org/yp-gala/

Geissler earns CAE, promoted to WBA VP
WBA Director of Operations and Public Affairs, Kyle 
Geissler, is being promoted to WBA Vice President af-
ter earning the Certified Association Executive (CAE) 
credential from the American Society of Association 
Executives.

“I’ve been fortunate to know Kyle for many years. 
He’s been a tremendous asset to the WBA in his 
more than five years as our Director of Operations 
and Public Affairs and in his myriad volunteer roles 

for many years prior. We are so very proud to have him as part of our 
WBA Team,” WBA President and CEO Michelle Vetterkind said. “Please 
join me in congratulating Kyle Geissler, CAE – Vice President of the 
Wisconsin Broadcasters Association.”

ASAE defines the CAE credential as, “a marker of a committed 
association professional who has demonstrated the wide range of 
knowledge essential to manage an association in today’s challenging 
environment.” The credential covers numerous domains related to as-
sociation management, including topics like finance, advocacy, busi-
ness development, marketing, risk management, and governance.

Geissler has served the WBA full time for more than five years, and 
served in part time and volunteer roles for the association during 
much of his career in broadcasting. He has worked in radio, TV, 
digital, and higher education. He earned his undergraduate degree at 
UW-Oshkosh and his master’s degree from UW-Whitewater.

Geissler
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American Awards and Promotion
ASCAP

BDO
Broadcast Management Strat-

egies
Broadcast Music Inc.

Brownfield
Cavell Mertz and Associates

Comlab Inc/Davicom
Dielectric, LLC
Edward Jones

Escanaba Radio Group (WDBC, 
WYKX, WRPP)

First Business Bank
Godfrey Kahn

Heartland Video Systems
Holiday Vacations

Jacobs Media
Learfield Communications

Local Broadcast Sales
Nautel

Patrick Communications
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 

LLP
Plum Media

Precision Communications
Radio Advertising Bureau

Radio Music License Committee
Shockley Group, Inc.

Society of Broadcast Engineers 
Inc.

State Bar of Wisconsin
The Capitol Group

The Museum of Broadcast Com-
munications

Tieline Technology
Troy Research

U.S. Bank
Wells Fargo

Wilkinson Barker Knauer LLP
Wisconsin Army National Guard
Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame

Wisconsin Badger Radio Network
Wisconsin Center For Investiga-

tive Journalism
Wisconsin Hospital Association

Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic 
Assoc.

Wisconsin Radio Network
WisconsinEye

WisPolitics
WLHA Radio

YellowTec

RETIRED 
Bill Hubbard
Dale Ganske

Dave Pritchard
David Sanks

Dennis Brechlin
Doug Kiel

Jack Le Duc
Joan Gillman

Jonathan Green
Kipper McGee
Laurin Jorstad

Leonard Charles
Linda Baun

Marty Green
Mike O’Brien
Mike Powers
Patrick Smith
Paul LeSage
Perry Kidder

Richard Wood
Richard Zaragoza

Rod Synnes
Roger Utnehmer

Ruane Hill
Scott Trentadue

Tom Bolger
Tom Sheridan

Tommy Lee Bychinski
Wayne Ripp

202023 Roster of WBA Members As of March 6, 2023 

TELEVISION
Appleton

WACY 
Eau Claire

WEAU
WEUX

WQOW
Elk Mound 

WBDL 
Green Bay 

WBAY
WCWF
WFRV
WGBA
WLUK
WPNE 

La Crosse 
KQEG
WHLA
WKBT
WLAX

WXOW
Madison 

TVW
WHA
WIFS
WISC

WKOW
WMSN
WMTV

Menomonie 
WHWC

Milwaukee 
WBME
WDJT
WISN
WITI

WMLW
WMVS
WMVT
WTMJ
WVCY
WVTV
WWRS
WYTU

Rhinelander 
WJFW

Tomah
WPDR 

Wausau 
WAOW
WHRM
WLEF

WMOW
WSAW
WYOW
WZAW

RADIO
Adams
WCWI
WHAA
Amery
WLAK

WPCA-LP
Antigo
WACD
WATK

WATK-AM
WVRN

Appleton
WAPL
WEMI
WHBY
WKZY 
WORQ
WSCO
WZOS

Baldwin
WSCM 

Baraboo
WBOO
WCNP

Beaver Dam
WBEV

WXRO
Beloit

WGEZ-AM
Berlin
WISS

Black River 
Falls

WWIS
WWIS-AM

Burlington
WBSD

Chilton
WVXN-AM
Chippewa 

Falls
WCFW

Dodgeville
WDMP
WZRK

Durand
WRDN

Eagle River
WERL
WRJO

Eau Claire
WATQ
WAXX
WAYY 
WBIZ

WBIZ-AM
WDVM
WEAQ
WECL

WGNW
WHEM
WHWC
WIAL
WISM

WMEQ
WMEQ-AM

WOGO
WQRB
WUEC
WVCF
WWIB
WWJC

Fond du Lac
KFIZ

WFDL
WFON
WTCX
WVFL

Fort Atkinson
WFAW

Friendship
WCWI

Goodman
WMVM

Green Bay
WAUN
WDKF
WDUZ

WDUZ-AM
WEMY
WFZZ

WGBW
WGEE
WHID
WHND
WIXX
WJOK
WKRU
WKSZ
WNCY
WNFL
WOGB
WPKR
WPNE
WQLH
WTAQ

WTAQ-AM
WYZM

WZOR
WZOS

Hayward 
WBZH-AM

WRLS
Hudson
WDGY
Hurley
WHRY

Iron Mountain
WMVM

Iron River
WATW
WBSZ
WJJH
WNXR

Janesville
WCLO
WJVL
WSJY

WWHG
Kenosha

WGTD
WIIL
WLIP

WVTY
La Crosse

KCLH 
KQEG
KQYB
WEQS
WFBZ
WGSL
WHLA
WIZM

WIZM-AM
WKBH-AM

WKLJ
WKTY-AM

WLSU
WLXR-AM

WQCC
WRQT
WTPN

Lake Geneva
WLKG

Lancaster
WGLR

Madison
WERN

WHA-AM
WHFA
WHHI
WHIT
WIBA

WIBA-AM
WJJO

WJQM
WLMV

WLSP-LP
WMAD
WMGN
WMHX
WMMM
WNWC

WNWC-AM
WOLX
WORT
WOZN
WRIS

WSSW
WSUM
WTLX
WTSO

WWQM
WXXM
WZEE

Manitowoc
WCUB
WOMT
WQTC

WTSW-LP

Marinette
WAGN
WHYB
WLST

WMAM
WSFQ

Marshfield
WDLB
WOSQ

Mayville
WMDC

Medford
WIGM
WKEB

Menomonie
WVSS

Merrill
WHJL
WJMT

Milwaukee
WGKB
WHAD
WHQG
WISN
WJMR
WJOI
WJTI

WKKV
WKLH
WKTI
WLDB
WLUM
WMIL
WMSE
WMYX
WOKY
WRIT

WRNW
WRXS
WSJP

WSJP-AM
WSSP
WTMJ

WUWM
WVCY
WXSS
WYMS

WZTI-AM
Minocqua

WLKD
WMQA

Monona
WVMO-LP
Monroe

WBGR
WEKZ-AM
Neillsville

WCCN
WCCN-AM

WPKG
Oconto
WOCO

WOCO-AM
Oshkosh

WNAM
WOCT-LP

WOSH
WRST
WVBO

WVCY-AM
WWWX
WYDR
Owen
WVCS

Park Falls
WCQM
WPFP

Platteville
WPVL

WPVL-AM
WSUP

Plymouth

WSTM
Portage

WBKY
WDDC
WPDR

Prairie du 
Chien
WPRE

WPRE-AM
WQPC
Racine
WRJN

Reedsburg
WNFM
WRDB

Rhinelander
WCYE
WHDG
WNWX
WOBT
WRHN
WRLO
WXPR
WXPW

Rice Lake
WAQE

WAQE-AM
WJMC

WJMC-AM
WKFX

WYRL-LP
Richland 

Center
WRCO

WRCE-AM
Ripon

WRPN-AM
River Falls

WRFW
Shawano

WJMQ
WOTE

WOWN
WTCH

WTCH-AM
Sheboygan

WBFM
WCLB
WEMP
WGXI
WHBL
WHBZ
WLKN
WSHS
WXER
WYVM
Sparta
WCOW
WEQC
WEQR

Stevens Point/
Wausau

WBCV
WGLX 
WHTQ 
WPCN

WPCN-AM
WSNP-LP

WSPT
WWSP
WYTE

Sturgeon Bay
WBDK
WDOR

WDOR-AM
WLGE
WPVM
WQDC
WRKU
WRLU
WSBW

Thank
you!

Superior
KDKE
KUWS
WDSM

WDUL-AM
WEBC
WHDI
WHSA
WHWA
WSSU
WUWS
Suring
WRVM
Tomah
WBOG
WTMB
WVCX
WXYM

Tomahawk
WJJQ

WJJQ-AM
Two Rivers

WLTU
Viroqua

WKPO
WVRQ

WVRQ-AM
Washburn

WEGZ
Waukesha

WAUK 
Waupaca
WAUP-LP

WDUX
WILW-LP

WPCA
Waupun
WFDL-AM
Wausau

WAVL
WCLQ
WCWB
WDEZ
WGNV
WHBM 
WHRM
WHSF 
WIFC

WLBL-AM
WLBL-FM

WMZK
WOZZ
WRIG
WSAU

WSAU-AM
WXCO
WYNW

Wautoma
WAUH

West Bend
WIBD

WMBZ
Whitehall

WHTL
Whitewater

WKCH
WSLD
WSUW

Wisconsin 
Dells
WDLS
WNNO

Wisconsin 
Rapids
WFHR
WIRI

WMMA
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KFIZ AM Fond du Lac
KUWS FM Superior
PBS Wisconsin 
WAOW TV Wausau
WAQE FM Rice Lake
WAUK AM Waukesha
WAXX FM Eau Claire
WAYY AM Eau Claire
WBAY TV Green Bay
WBCV FM Wausau/ 
 Stevens Point
WBEV FM Beaver Dam
WBGR FM Monroe
WBOG AM Tomah
WBOO FM Baraboo
WBSZ FM Ashland
WCLO AM Janesville
WCOW FM Sparta
WCQM FM Park Falls
WDDC FM Portage
WDEZ FM Wausau
WDJT TV Milwaukee
WEAU TV Eau Claire
WECL FM Eau Claire
WFBZ FM La Crosse
WFDL AM Waupun
WFDL FM Fond du Lac
WFON FM Fond du Lac
WFRV TV Green Bay
WFZZ FM Green Bay
WGBA TV Green Bay
WGKB FM Milwaukee
WGLR FM Platteville
WGLX FM Wausau/ 
 Stevens Point
WGTD FM Racine/ 
 Kenosha
WHBY AM Appleton
WHDG FM Rhinelander
WHLA FM La Crosse

WHQG FM Milwaukee
WHTL FM Whitehall
WHTQ FM Wausau/ 
 Stevens Point
WHYB FM Marinette
WIAL FM Eau Claire
WIBD AM West Bend
WIFC FM Wausau
WISC TV Madison
WISM FM Eau Claire
WISN TV Milwaukee
WITI TV Milwaukee
WJFW TV Green Bay
WJJH FM Ashland
WJJO FM Madison
WJMC FM Rice Lake
WJMR FM Milwaukee
WJQM FM Madison
WKBT TV La Crosse
WKLH FM Milwaukee
WKOW TV Madison
WKTI FM Milwaukee
WLAX TV La Crosse
WLBL FM Madison
WLDB FM Milwaukee
WLKG FM Lake Geneva
WLSP LP Sun Prairie
WLST FM Marinette
WLUK TV Green Bay
WLUM FM Milwaukee
WMAM AM Marinette
WMBZ FM West Bend
WMDC FM Fond du Lac
WMGN FM Madison
WMHX FM Madison
WMMM FM Madison
WMSE FM Milwaukee
WMTV TV Madison
WMVS TV Milwaukee
WMYX FM Milwaukee

WNNO FM Wisconsin Dells
WNXR FM Ashland
WOGO AM Eau Claire
WOLX FM Madison
WOMT AM Manitowoc
WORT FM Madison
WOSH AM Oshkosh
WPVL FM Platteville
WQCC FM La Crosse
WQOW TV Eau Claire
WQPC FM Prairie du Chien
WRJN AM Racine
WRXS FM Milwaukee
WSAU FM Wausau
WSAW TV Wausau
WSCO AM Appleton
WSFQ FM Marinette
WSSP AM Milwaukee
WTAQ AM Green Bay
WTCH AM Shawano
WTCX FM Fond du Lac
WTLX FM Madison
WTMJ AM Milwaukee
WTMJ TV Milwaukee
WUWM FM Milwaukee
WVBO FM Oshkosh
WVMO FM Monona
WVTY FM Racine
WWIB  FM Eau Claire
WWIS FM Black River Falls
WWQM FM Madison
WXOW TV La Crosse
WXPR FM Rhinelander
WXSS-HD2 Milwaukee
WYTE FM Wausau/ 
 Stevens Point
WYTU TV Milwaukee
WZAW TV Wausau

Stations participating in this year’s competition:

WBA Awards Gala is only weeks away
I hope you’re all working 
your way through the 
winter season in good 
shape and are rejoicing in 
that beacon of warmer days 
ahead...the start of spring 
training for the Milwaukee 
Brewers and the rest of Ma-
jor League Baseball. At least 
it’s always been a beacon 
for me.  

Another sign that I look 
forward to at this time of year is the 
notification an entry from WTAQ into the 
Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Awards 
contest has made it through the review 
process and is a finalist for an award in a 
particular category. I wish you all the best 
in getting good news about your entries. 
It really gets me primed for the Gala that is 
coming in just a few weeks. And then we 
can all start making plans (table bookings, 
hotel room reservations, etc) for the first 
Saturday in May.

I don’t know if any of the rest of you get 
stoked for it like we do, but I think based 
on the number of people that turnout for 
the Awards Gala every year a good number 
of you do. Personally, I’ve always enjoyed 
putting our work out there and having 
peers in other states review and mea-
sure it up against entries from the other 
hard-working newsrooms and stations all 
across Wisconsin.  

While I’ve always looked forward to the 
WBA Awards Gala and schmoozing with all 
of you, this year’s event will be a bit more 
personally noteworthy. After 40 years as a 
broadcast journalist, the last 15 of them as 
the News Director with the Midwest Com-
munications Green Bay cluster, I’m handing 
the keys off to someone else.  

I’ve actually toyed with this idea for a cou-
ple of years now (yes, I’m old), but because 
working in news is still fun, fulfilling, and 
the people who call the shots here still 
wanted me to stay as news director, here I 
am. But the part that’s most exciting is the 
plan going forward is for me to continue 
working in the newsroom on a part-time 
basis...anchoring newscasts and doing 
special reports when I find something that 
piques my interest.    

It means I can still be a newsroom player 
and can still do work that might make it 
through the vetting process and get to the 
point where I can continue to get excited 
about entering future awards contests with 
the rest of you and, and maybe getting that 
notification that my story is a finalist.   

See you May 6 at the Madison Marriott 
West.

Robert Kennedy  
Awards Committee
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Names in the News
CBS 58 (WDJT-TV) in Milwaukee has named Jim Collins Director of 
Strategic Marketing. Collins will work with all departments to increase 
ratings, revenue, visibility, and involvement in the community. He 
joins CBS 58 from WTMJ-TV, where he was most recently news content 
operations manager. A 16-year veteran of that station, his experience 
includes promotions producer, overseeing internal station projects, 
leading public marketing efforts, and coordinating station events in the 
community. From 2018 to 2021, the Milwaukee native was selected as 
an E. W. Scripps “Leadership Champion,” overseeing corporate leaders 
within the company and identifying future leaders. 

WISN-TV in Milwaukee has named Kristin Pierce as the station’s new 
co-anchor of WISN 12 News at 5:00 p.m. She joins long-time WISN 12 
anchor Patrick Paolantonio and Chief Meteorologist Mark Baden. 
In addition to her new role as co-anchor of WISN 12 News at 5 p.m., 
she will continue to serve as co-anchor of WISN 12 News at 4 p.m., 
alongside WISN 12’s Derrick Rose and Mark Baden. Pierce first started 
working at WISN 12 as a weekend evening news anchor in March 2022. 
Before joining WISN 12, Pierce was an anchor and reporter at WHAS 
11 in Louisville, Kentucky, an anchor and reporter at WWL-TV in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and a reporter at WXYZ/WMYD in Detroit, Michigan. 
Behind the scenes, Pierce has also worked as an associate news produc-
er in both Michigan and Ohio.

CBS 58 (WDJT-TV) news anchor Amanda Porterfield has been named a 
2023 ‘40 Under 40’ recipient by the Milwaukee Business Journal. The list 
recognizes outstanding Milwaukee-area professionals under the age of 
40 who have become leaders in their communities. In all, the Milwaukee 
Business Journal received more than 300 nominations for this year’s 
program. Porterfield was nominated by community members, friends, 
and colleagues at CBS 58. She received the award for her contributions 
as a journalist throughout her seven years at CBS 58 as well as her work 
in the community.

WLUK-TV reporter and evening anchor Mark Leland is marking 20 years 
at the Green Bay station. Leland recently participated as a panelist in 
the WBA Foundation’s 2022 U.S. Senate debate.

Brandon Taylor has been named evening news anchor at WKOW-TV in 
Madison. Taylor joined Anchor Amber Noggle and the rest of WKOW’s 
evening team behind the news desk every weeknight. Taylor has been a 
TV anchor and reporter for more than a decade. He previously anchored 
27 News Wake Up Wisconsin from 2014 to 2018. For the past five years 
Taylor has been anchoring the news at WLTX in Columbia, South Caroli-
na. Taylor is an award-winning journalist who loves to share stories and 
connect with his viewers.

Collins

Pierce

Porterfield

Leland

Member News
Lancaster to retire after 45 years in broadcasting

WSAW-TV VP/GM Al Lancaster is retiring in March 
after nearly 45 years in broadcasting. 

Lancaster served in the role for nearly 23 years. 
Before that he was a station manager at WLAX-TV-
WEUX-TV in La Crosse and general sales manager at 
WEAU-TV in Eau Claire.

“Gray has been a fantastic company to work for,” Lan-
caster said. “I couldn’t be more fortunate then to have 
worked for Bob Smith and Mike King.”

WSAW-TV General Sales Manager Betsy Keefe will be promoted to the 
new VP/GM of WSAW.

Keefe is a native of Wausau and started her career as a research 
assistant at WITI-TV in Milwaukee before transitioning to sales. For the 
past 10 years, Keefe has worked as general sales manager for WSAW. 
She has been described as a driving force in creating a sales culture 
focused on growing local businesses and developing people through-
out her department.  

Keefe has served as the director of government affairs for the Wausau 
Region Chamber of Commerce and most recently on the board for 
the Wausau Conservatory of Music. She and her husband of 28 years, 
Chuck have two sons, Charlie a chemical engineer with P&G and Ryan 
University of Wisconsin student who plays for the university’s men’s 
soccer team.

Keefe will take her new role on March 20. 

Lancaster is a Wisconsin native and plans to spend his retirement on 
his boat and working on his family farm in southwest Wisconsin.

Lancaster

Tanz named President of Midwest Communications 
Duke Wright’s Midwest Communications announced 
Jan. 24 the appointment of 37-year company veteran 
Peter Tanz to succeed company Wright as President. 
Duke Wright died Dec. 21.

“Peter has worked with and learned the business 
of broadcasting from Duke for over 35 years,” said 
company Board Chair and Duke’s partner of 50 years, 
Pegge Wright. “He is well respected throughout our 
company and is the best choice to lead Midwest to 

future success the way Duke wanted.”

Another long-time company leader, Vice President of Programming 
Jeff McCarthy said, “Peter and I joined Duke Wright at the same time 
and have been his students for nearly four decades. Peter has the 
clear vision to successfully lead our company and continue Duke 
Wright’s mission of providing high quality entertainment while mas-
terfully serving the local market.” 

Tanz joined Midwest Communications in the sales department of 
WIXX, Green Bay in 1985. Just more than two years later he was 
promoted to his first general manager’s position for WRIG and WDEZ 
in Wausau. From Wausau, Tanz lead Midwest stations in Nebraska, 
Michigan, North and South Dakota before returning to Green Bay in 
2016 as senior vice president and market manager.  

Chief Sales Officer, Jeff Wright said, “I am so proud of Peter as our 
new president. He clearly is the most qualified for this position and 
the future of Duke Wright’s Midwest Communications is in confident 
hands. It goes to show you that you don’t need the “Wright” last name 
to be part of the family as we have always considered Peter as one of 
the family.”

Tanz currently serves on the NAB’s Small & Medium Market Radio 
committee, Board member of the South Dakota Broadcasters Associa-
tion, and past chair of the Michigan Association of Broadcasters.

Tanz

Woodward radio lights up ‘The FUSE’
Woodward Radio Group has changed its Adult Con-
temporary station KZ 104.3 (WKZG) to an Alterna-
tive music format branded “Wisconsin’s Alternative, 
104.3 The FUSE.”

“KZ’’ ended its Christmas music on Dec. 27 and start-
ed stunting as “104.3, Weird Al Radio.” The station 
played nothing but songs from the parody artist, 

Weird Al Yankovic, for a week with teasing to listen at 3 p.m. on Jan. 3.

“This station will feel like you are back in high school in the early 
2000s,” Brand manager Joe Marroe said. “We have yet to see a station 
designed for people in their 30s and 40s, this station will be exactly 
that. I could not be prouder of my team and everyone else that has 
worked tirelessly on this project for the last seven months.”

“It has been so much fun watching our team put 104.3 The FUSE 
together over these last many months,” said General Manager Kelly 
Radandt. “This is a passion project that we know will resonate with 
audiences and create even better results for our clients.”

104.3 The FUSE kicked off with Blink-182 “What’s My Age Again” and 
will feature core artists including Panic! At The Disco, Weezer, Fall Out 
Boy, Kings Of Leon, and The Killers.

Taylor
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In Remembrance

Hutchings remembered for storied career, MMI
Career broadcaster, leader of the Madison Media 
Institute, and WBA Hall of Famer Ed Hutchings died 
Jan. 15. He was 92.

Hutchings’ 37-year career spanned radio announcing, 
television sportscasting, sales and management, and 
education.

Hutchings became a broadcaster early in life. While 
attending the University of Iowa from 1949 to 1953, 
he signed on with Iowa stations KSUI-FM, KXIV 

Radio and KCRG Radio. After graduating with a degree in speech and 
journalism, he left the Golden Age of Radio for the new medium of 
television.

In 1956, he began a 17-year career with WKBT-TV in La Crosse, where 
he rose through the ranks to manage the station with an emphasis on 
community leadership. In 1973 he became station manager at WEAU-
TV in Eau Claire and later managed stations in Texas and Minnesota.

After retiring in 1986 Hutchings purchased Trans America School of 
Broadcasting and re-branded it as Madison Media Institute. Hutchings 
helmed MMI for more than two decades and developed it into one of 
the nation’s leading colleges for media, technology and broadcasting.

Private memorial services will be held at a later date. Baldwin Funeral 
Services, 520 East St., in Baraboo, is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Hutchings

Former Fond du Lac station owner dies
The former owner of Fond du Lac radio station KFIZ 
died Feb. 3. He was 79.

Donald “Don” G. Jones purchased KFIZ in 1970 and 
led the station during its golden age, with legendary 
on-air personalities Joe Goeser, Ron Harvey, Doug 
McGrath and Steve Peterson. 

Jones sold KFIZ in the mid-1990s to his business 
partner Randy Hopper. Jones was an entrepreneurial 

pioneer. He is credited with bringing cable television 
to Fond du Lac and coined the popular term “cablevision” which 
would be used worldwide.

Jones

WORT remembers dedicated volunteer
Madison community radio station WORT is remem-
bering a dedicated volunteer who died Dec. 1.

Kathy Hoveland was a deeply involved and enthu-
siastic volunteer at WORT. Station staff said she 
brightened everyone’s day during her receptionist 
shifts, sharing acerbic wit and quips while ensuring 
all guests to the station felt welcome. 

Hoveland served on WORT’s Events Committee and 
worked numerous events on behalf of the station. 

Hoveland later served on the WORT board of directors from 2017 to 
2020. 

In 2017, Hoveland was also honored as a “Backyard Hero” by the 
Community Shares of Wisconsin. She was honored, in part, for being 
“a great ambassador for the station,” and doing “whatever it takes to 
create a positive experience at the station.” 

According to her obituary, there will be no funeral, but a private me-
morial will be held later in Madison.

Donations in her name can be made to WORT 89.9 Community Radio.

Hoveland

Stations should budget for EAS unit upgrade in 2023
Broadcasters should be budgeting money for an 
EAS unit upgrade in 2023.

The FCC has mandated what it calls a “CAP Prioritiza-
tion” feature to be installed into all EAS units by Dec. 
12, 2023. This is where upon receiving a Legacy EAS 
message the EAS unit is to poll IPAWS for a duplicate 
CAP message and if found then the CAP message 
is to be broadcast in place of the initial Legacy EAS 
message.

In a recent webinar sponsored by the Alabama 
Broadcasters Association, representatives from 

Digital Alert Systems (DASDEC), Sage Alerting Systems (ENDEC), and 
Gorman-Redlich all stated that there would be a cost to upgrade 
their EAS units to comply with this looming new FCC rule. It has 
come to light that, in particular, owners of older versions of the 
DASDEC and Monroe One-Net EAS units may need to trade in 
their current EAS units for a newer model in order to complete the 
upgrade. Trilithic, now owned by Viavi Solutions, did not have a 
representative on the ABA webinar, but one would presume theirs 
will be a paid upgrade as well.

Since some of these upgrades could involve significant time and 
expense, all EAS participants are hereby encouraged to reach out 
to their EAS Unit manufacturer to determine the exact cost of this 
required EAS unit upgrade for their specific EAS unit (you will likely 
need to give the unit’s serial number).

Note that you will be obligated to pay for this upgrade in order 
for your EAS unit to remain compliant with FCC EAS rules. It is not 
an option. Any FCC Inspector noting that you are running older 
software will immediately know that you are in violation of FCC EAS 
rules after Dec. 12, 2023.

Gary Timm 
Outgoing State EAS 
Broadcast Chair

But in my brief time on Earth, I have observed pendulum swings in 
different aspects of culture. I think the past two decades have seen 
the broadcast industry wrestle with how to best address the pen-
dulum swinging in the direction of the digital gold rush. That gold 
rush led to some amazing innovations as well as an information 
environment ripe with grifting and cheap gimmicks. And now I think 
audiences are realizing all that glitters is not gold.  I think recent 
years have slowly pushed that pendulum back in a direction where 
audiences are hungry for something resembling the traditional values 
of broadcasting: trusted, illuminating, and honest storytelling in our 
journalism. Without it, a TV, phone, or tablet is just, ‘wires and lights in 
a box’ as Edward R. Murrow would say.

YP Award
Continued from page 5

all other broadcasters and cable operators monitor, the FCC approved 
our plan.”

“Getting the Wisconsin EAS plan produced and approved was a tre-
mendous task. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the effort,” 
said WBA President and CEO Michelle Vetterkind. “A special thank you 
to Gary Timm whose leadership goes beyond Wisconsin’s EAS plan. 
Gary was a sounding board at the national level on this nationwide 
effort. We’re fortunate to have him leading the effort in Wisconsin.”

All Wisconsin broadcasters are encouraged to now download a copy 
of the new 2023 State EAS Main Plan and Appendices at www.sbe24.
org/eas, although note that there are no changes that broadcasters 
must make to remain in compliance with the State EAS Plan. 

EAS Plan
Continued from page 3

Wi s co n s i n  B r o a d ca s t e r   |  wi-broadcasters.org11



12 Wi s co n s i n  B r o a d ca s t e r   |  wi-broadcasters.org Wi s co n s i n  B r o a d ca s t e r   |  March/April 2023 12

OFFICERS 

Chair of the Board 
Al Lancaster 
WSAW-TV/WZAW-TV, Wausau

Vice Chair
Bruce Grassman
Results Broadcasting

Secretary
Dick Record
Mid-West Family, La Crosse

Treasurer
Tom Walker
Mid-West Family, Madison

President & CEO 
Michelle Vetterkind, 
CAE
Wisconsin Broadcasters Associa-
tion Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Greg Bell
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster

Chris Bernier
Radio Plus, Fond du Lac 

Lynn Bieritz
Mid-West Family 

Scott Chorski 
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster 

Anna Engelhart
WKOW-TV, Madison

Aleese Fielder
NRG Media, Wausau/Stevens 
Point

Bill Hurwitz
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster

R. Perry Kidder
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster 

Tom Koser
WAQE-AM/FM/WJMC-AM/FM/
WKFX-FM Rice Lake
 
Dean Maytag
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster
 
Kelly Radandt
Woodward Radio Group
Appleton/Green Bay

David Sanks
Retired Wisconsin Broadcaster

Chuck Steinmetz
WITI-TV, Milwaukee

Don Vesely
WMTV-TV, Madison
 
Jan Wade 
WISN-TV, Milwaukee

Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Foundation Officers & Board of Directors  www.wbafoundation.org

WBA FOUNDATION

Great, informative, left with new connections!

Always a nourishing blast

Wonderful opportunity to learn, experience and network

Those were just a few of the comments from more 
than 150 students who attended the WBA Student 
Seminar on Feb.25 at the Madison Marriott West.

Another successful event can be attributed to the 
hard work of the WBA Education Committee in 
putting together an outstanding program, which 
featured Hayley Tenpas, host of “Focus Fox Valley” on 

News/Talk WHBY, Appleton, who presented an inspiring keynote. I 
have the pleasure of being the chair of this active and hard-working 
group of educators and commercial broadcast professionals. Another 
contribution to the seminar’s success is financial support from the 
WBA and the WBA Foundation.  

Students chose to attend three of nine panels in the morning. Topics 
included: Careers in Creative Services; What I Wish I Had Known 
as a College Grad about the Business of Broadcasting; What You 
Really Need to Know on Your First Day; Your Mic Is a Musical 
Instrument: Designing Sound for Your Podcast; Personal Safety in 
Broadcasting. Hands On with Broadcast Technology; Journalists 
Dissecting Their Best Work; Unexpected Careers in Broadcasting; 
and Student Radio and TV Roundtables.

In addition, a Job Fair was part of the seminar for the second 
time. Students also participated in Speed Networking, which was 
patterned after the speed dating concept. Twenty-four broadcast 
professionals met individually in six-minute intervals with students 
who could ask questions about any topic.

The afternoon luncheon concluded the seminar and was highlighted 
by Hayley’s keynote address, the presentation of the WBA Foundation 
Scholarships to four recipients, and the 20th annual Student Awards 
for Excellence, which had 181 entries in 30 categories. Students 
from Union Grove, Notre Dame Academy, and Bay Port, Green Bay 
won awards in the fifth year of the high school competition. Future 
broadcasters from UW Madison, Oshkosh, Stevens Point, Whitewa-
ter, Eau Claire, Milwaukee. Stevens Point, River Falls, and Marquette 
took home honors in the college competition. In addition, this year’s 
Leadership Award was presented to Andrew Amouzou from Mar-
quette. The award is given to a broadcasting or broadcast journalism 
student of junior standing or above who attends a Wisconsin college 
or university and who has most noticeably developed and exercised 
effective and creative skills in leadership.

Thanks to the panel moderators: Nancy Stillwell, Madison College; 
Brian Lucas, UW-Whitewater; Kevin Obsatz, UW-Stevens Point; Kelsey 
Brannan, UW-Madison; Justine Stokes, UW-Oshkosh; Mark Zoromski, 

Marquette; and Pat Hastings, UW-Madison; and Mike Schmidt, UW-
Green Bay.

On behalf of the Education Committee, I would also like to thank Kyle, 
Michelle, and Liz for helping to ensure the seminar’s success.   

We look forward to another outstanding student seminar in 2024!

Future broadcasters connect with professionals at WBA Student Seminar
Student Seminar 

Ken Beno, Chair Education Committee
Hayley Tenpas, WHBY Radio
Al Lancaster
Michelle Vetterkind, President and CEO 
WBA and WBA Foundation

Speakers
Philip Ashby, PBS Wisconsin 
Michelle Baik, WMTV-TV
Jerad Clark, Mid-West Family 
Ben Cominos, WHBY Radio
Chet Daniels, Big Radio 
Tom Durkin, Foley Foundation
Joe Hardtke, Wisconsin Public Radio
Robert Jarzen, Audacy
Ward Jolles, WKOW-TV
Robert Kennedy, WTAQ Radio
Matthew Knoke, WLUK-TV
Curt Lenz, WMTV-TV
Gabriella Rusk, WMTV-TV
Terry Stevenson, Seehafer Broadcasting
Don Vesely, WMTV-TV
Kyle Wallace, WGKB Radio
Tom Weeden, WMTV-TV (retired)

Speed Networking
Herb Cody, QueenB Radio
Leah Doherty, WMTV-TV
Sean Dwyer, WXOW-TV
Patrick Heffling, Mid-West Family
Shar Hermanson, Mid-West Family
Camberyn Kelley, WMTV-TV
Eric Krieghoff, WMSN-TV
Sara Maslar-Donar, WKOW-TV
Dani Maxwell, WKOW-TV
Lisa Nalbandian, Wisconsin Public Radio
Shaina Nijhawan, WMTV-TV
Tyler Peters, WMTV-TV
Chali Pittman, WORT Radio
Joe Radske, WEAU-TV
Gabriella Rusk, WMTV-TV
Terry Stevenson, Seehafer Broadcasting
Peter Tanz, Midwest Communications

Partner
Wisconsin Army National Guard

Thank you!
WBA Education Committee
Ken Beno, Committee Chair
Kelsey Brannan, WSUM Radio
Pat Hastings, UW-Madison
Terry Havel, UW-Parkside
Erik Johnson, UW-River Falls
Pete Knutson, UW-Eau Claire
Brian Lucas, UW-Whitewater
Jim Mead, UW-Whitewater
Mike O’Brien, O’Brien Betterment
Kevin Obsatz, UW-Stevens Point
Kelly Radandt, Woodward Radio Group
Mike Schmitt, UW-Green Bay
Dr. Robert Snyder, UW-Platteville 
Nancy Stillwell, Madison Media Institute
Justine Stokes, UW-Oshkosh
Ganga Vadhavkar, UW-Eau Claire
Don Vesely, WMTV-TV
Mark Zoromski, Marquette University

Sponsors
Allen Media Group
Big Radio
Good Karma Brands 
iHeartMedia
Magnum Media
Mid-West Family
Morgan Murphy Media
NRG Media
WBAY-TV
WDJT-TV
WISN-TV
WITI-TV
WMTV-TV
WSAW-TV
WTMJ-TV

Special Thanks 
American Awards & Promotions
Liz Boyd, WBA NCSA/PEP Coordinator
Kyle Geissler, WBA Vice President
Greg Powers, Lake Land College
Joe Thomas
Student award judges in Illinois

Ken Beno 
Education  
Committee Chair
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4 scholarships awarded to aspiring broadcasters at Student Seminar

Marquette’s Amouzou recognized for being ‘natural leader’
The executive director of the Marquette Wire was 
recognized with the WBA Student Leadership Award 
at the WBA Student Seminar.

Andrew Amouzou was nominated by Marquette 
Director of Student Media, Gerry Ahern, and his 
predecessor, Mark Zoromski, both of which described 
Amouzou as, “a tireless optimist who leads with his 
head and his heart.”

Both wrote that whenever they would invite a profes-
sional broadcaster to a MUTV live program, the guest 

would identify Amouzou as a “natural leader.”

Amouzou served at MUTV’s general manager during the 2021-22 
school year during which time he “inspired his team to tackle ambi-
tious projects aimed at elevating the station’s reputation on campus.” 
One of his key initiatives was to establish the Advancement and 
Guidance for Journalists of Color (AGJC) group to foster a space for 
aspiring journalists of color. The group offers fellowship and learning 
opportunities from professionals in journalism.

Amouzou 

Amouzou points his drive to be involved in sports from a young 
age as providing the experience to help shape him as a leader. He 
describes himself as, “A mama’s boy who values hard work and family. 
A former basketball player who values heart over height, teamwork 
over individuality, and perseverance over complacency.”

He wrote that his goal as general manager was to expand MUTV’s 
reach and push the team to have a positive impact on campus and 
the surrounding community. He said he’s proud of MUTV’s award 
winning live broadcast of a Sean Kingston concert and the part he 
played in producing a town hall on diversity and inclusion on campus. 

“I hope my journey in student media inspires the next generation of 
innovators,” he wrote. “One of our assistant sports producers, who is a 
person of color, told me that through my leadership, he now sees an 
opportunity for him lead in his own way. Those moments truly mean 
the world to me.”

Amouzou was recognized with the Student Leadership Award on Feb. 
25 at the WBA Student Seminar.

McClane Noffke 
is the 2023 
Morgan Murphy 
Media Scholar-
ship recipient.     

Noffke is attend-
ing UW-White-
water and major-
ing in broadcast 

journalism. She is planning to 
graduate in the spring of 2024.            

Noffke’s career goal is to work as 
a field reporter, news producer, 
or news director in a Wisconsin 
newsroom. She wants to pro-
vide ethical, engaging, objec-
tive, and eye-opening content 
in the communities she serves. 

Noffke has held news leadership 
roles at the UW-Whitewater 
student run TV station, UWW-
TV, and 91.7 “The Edge,” the 
student-run radio station. She’s 
also been recognized on cam-
pus with numerous awards and 
scholarships. 

She has a passion for storytell-
ing and generates engaging 
journalism on campus with her 
interest in campus issues.

Noffke is described as a consis-
tent leader producing quality 
work with a dedicated spirit. 
“She offers an intelligent per-
spective, always participating 
and leading discussions. She 
maintains a very professional 
demeanor, engages in commu-
nity issues and is eager to aid 
others.”

Michelle  
Stangler is the 
2023 David L. 
Nelson Scholar-
ship recipient.

Stangler is 
attending 
UW-River Falls 
and majoring in 
Journalism and 

Agricultural Marketing Com-
munications. She is planning to 
graduate in the spring of 2024.

Stangler’s career goal is to work 
in agricultural journalism as a 
broadcaster and marketer. She 
wants to help portray agricul-
ture in a positive light.

Before starting college, Stangler 
served a year as the Wisconsin 
FFA State Vice President and as a 
“SpeakAg” ambassador, commu-
nicating about agriculture on 
numerous platforms. She serves 
as a Collegiate Farm Bureau 
Reporter and as the President of 
the National Agricultural Com-
municators of Tomorrow. 

Stangler has held leadership 
roles at WRFW, the campus radio 
station for UW-River Falls. She 
created a weekly radio program 
and podcast titled “Positivity 
in Ag.” She’s been an intern for 
the Mid-West Farm Report radio 
network in Madison and for 
WRDN in Durand. She’s currently 
a freelance journalist and was 
the Donovan E. Rasmussen 
Broadcast Journalism Fellow 
producing an audio documen-
tary about the dairy community.

Stangler is described as a stand-
out student with palpable ener-
gy and an excellent candidate 
as a future farm broadcaster and 
agriculture communicator.

Florence 
Anderson is the 
2023 Howard 
Gernetzke Schol-
arship recipient.                 

Anderson is at-
tending UW-Ste-
vens Point and 
majoring in me-

dia studies. She is planning to 
graduate in the spring of 2023.

Anderson’s career goal is to 
work in fictional television and 
she hopes to join a screenwrit-
ing MFA program. Their dream is 
to create an original show that 
gets picked up and produced by 
a major production company.

Anderson has held leadership 
roles in numerous clubs at 
UW-Stevens Point and serves 
as general manager of SPTV, 
the campus TV station. She 
placed fifth in a national movie 
pitching contest and has been 
honored with scholarships and 
placement on the Dean’s list. 
She also was a news intern at 
WSAW-TV in Wausau.

Anderson is described as having 
an inspiring passion for media 
studies, technology, and broad-
casting. She’s a thorough re-
searcher, organized, and always 
exceeds what an assignment 
asks of them. She’s also an in-
spiration for students recruited 
into working at SPTV.

Sarah  
Richardson is 
the 2023 WBA 
Foundation 
Scholarship 
recipient.

Richardson is 
attending Mar-
quette University 
and majoring in 

journalism with a marketing mi-
nor. She is planning to graduate 
in the spring of 2024.

Richardson aspires to becomes 
a multimedia journalist deliver-
ing truthful news to the public 
using multimedia and digital 
formats. She’s interested in 
investigative reporting and law.

She’s won numerous awards 
for her work with Marquette 
University student media. She’s 
served as the general manager 
and numerous other leadership 
roles for Marquette Wire and 
MUTV. She is credited with 
improving the content and 
production of the MUTV weekly 
newscast. She resurrected and 
reinvigorated the Marquette 
Minute, a highly produced social 
media news headline service.

Richardson has pushed for the 
improvement and expansion of 
student programming on the 
station all while maintaining an 
excellent academic record.

Richardson is described as pas-
sionate, with a strong work ethic 
and unwavering commitment 
to broadcast journalism. She’s 
“deeply committed to a culture 
of excellence, hard work, kind-
ness, collaboration, diversity, 
and inclusion.”
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WBA Student Awards for Excellence Winners
High School

Feature Programming (Radio)

1st  Union Grove High School - Broncos Radio Club 
& Activities Report

2nd  Union Grove High School - Jacob’s Halftime 
Show - Live Interview With Mr. Adamczyk

3rd  Union Grove High School - Broncos Give Back 
Day-Recap Interview

News Programming (TV)

1st Union Grove High School - Community Holiday 
Tree Lighting Spotlight 2022

2nd Union Grove High School - Holiday Spirit Week 
News 2022

3rd Union Grove High School - Club & Activities 
Report 2022

Sports Programming (Radio)

1st Notre Dame Academy - Tritons Claim State Title

2nd Bay Port High School - Boys Basketball Bay Port

3rd Bay Port High School - State Baseball Bay Port

Sports Programming (TV)

1st Bay Port High School - Boys Basketball Bay Port

2nd Notre Dame Academy - Girls Basketball Notre 
Dame

3rd Union Grove High School- Broncos Basketball 
UGHS vs Stoughton

College/University

News Series/Documentary (Radio)

1st UW-River Falls - Dairy Farming Not as Simple a 
Life as it May Seem

News Series/Documentary (TV)

1st UW-Milwaukee - Barby The Book Fairy

2nd UW-Whitewater - The State of Volunteer Fire 
Departments

3rd UW-Milwaukee - The Wisconsin State Volunteers

Newscast (Radio)

1st WSUM (UW-Madison) - News at 6: Oct. 6, 2022

2nd WSUM (UW-Madison) - News at 5: Feb. 21, 2022

3rd Marquette University - Wire Weekly Newscast - 
April 7

Newscast (TV)

1st Marquette University - Marquette Now - May 4

2nd UWEC TV 10 - Blugold News Now Headlines 
Nov. 9, 2022

3rd Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - Titan TV News -  
Nov. 11, 2022

General News Story (Radio)

1st WSUM (UW-Madison) - USDA Finds Use for Flax 
Seed Waste

2nd UW-Madison - Wisconsin Capitol Tree Lighting 
Ceremony Today

General News Story (TV)

1st UW-Milwaukee - Wisconsinites Struggle With 
Inflation Prices at Grocery Stores

2nd UW-Milwaukee - Environmental Crimes Rattle 
Puerto Rico

3rd UW-Milwaukee -  Fundraiser For Ukraine Brings 
Community Together

Writing (TV)

1st UW-Milwaukee - Independent Record Stores 
Take Milwaukee

2nd UW-Whitewater - Thompson Visit

3rd UW-Whitewater - Rising Star

Feature Story (TV)

1st Marquette University - A Legacy Honored In 
Research

2nd Marquette University - American Sign Language

3rd Marquette University - Zabdiel’s Haircutson

Sports Programming-Non Play-by-Play (Radio)

1st Marquette University - Wire Sports Weekly - 
Golden Eagle Edition -  Nov. 1

2nd WSUM (UW-Madison) - Badgers v Kansas State 
Women’s Basketball Pregame Coverage

3rd WSUM (UW-Madison) - And Still with Riley Jauch

Sports Programming-Non Play-by-Play (TV)

1st Marquette University - Golden Eagle Sports 
Report: April 26

2nd Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - UWO in 30: Titan Sports 
Talk

3rd UW-Whitewater - Inside Warhawk Football - 
“Week of Oct. 31, 2022”

Sports Story (Radio)

1st Marquette University - Maxence-Prosper Feels 
More Comfortable in Second Season - Oct. 31

Sports Story (TV)

1st Marquette University - Hidden Talents

2nd Marquette University - Garcias Share Unique 
Connection at Marquette

Sports Play-by-Play (Radio)

1st WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - UW Oshkosh vs UW 
Whitewater Mens Basketball - Feb. 16, 2022

2nd Marquette University - MUVB vs. Illinois -   
Sept. 17

3rd WSUM (UW-Madison) - Badgers v Colgate Men’s 
Basketball Play-by-Play

Sports Play-by-Play (TV)

1st Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - Basketball: UW 
Oshkosh vs UW Stout

2nd UW-Whitewater - Warhawk Football vs. Mary 
Hardin-Baylor: Goal Line Stand

3rd UW-Whitewater - Warhawk Football vs.  
UW-River Falls

Air Check (Radio)

1st WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - Chandler Brindley  
Flashback Fridays: Dec. 2, 2022

2nd UW-River Falls - Michelle Stangler’s Air Check

3rd WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - Becca Hawbaker The 
Shuffle Nov. 30, 2022  9 p.m.

Station Imaging Radio

1st UW-Stevens Point - ROBOTS - Sweeper

2nd UW-Stevens Point - Little Taste of 90FM 

3rd WSUM (UW-Madison) - WSUM’s Party in the  
 Park Promo

Podcast (Radio)

1st UW-Madison - US, Constituted - On the 
Independent State Legislature Theory, A Legal 
Argument With “Grave Implications” For Our 
Elections

Live Special (Radio)

1st UW-River Falls - WRFW Special Program Leading 
up to Inauguration of Chancellor Maria Gallo

Live Special (TV)

1st Marquette University - 2022 MUSG Debate - 
March 27

2nd Marquette University - 2022 Ring-It-Out -  
Nov. 11

3rd UWEC TV 10 - The Great Pumpkin Drop

Photojournalism (TV)

1st Marquette University - Dunk Tank

2nd UW-Whitewater - Fairhaven Gymnastics

3rd UW-Whitewater - Rising Star

Episodic Entertainment Program (TV)

1st Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - Recollect - Episode 3 
“Well... That’s Depressing”

2nd Marquette University -  Marquette Lately -  
Sept. 29

3rd Marquette University - Marquette Lately -  
Oct. 27

Special Programming (TV)

1st Marquette University - Marquette Journal Show: 
Life in Color - Nov. 11

2nd UW-River Falls - Ghost Light

3rd UW-River Falls - Consequences

Long Form Production Non-News (Radio)

1st WSUM (UW-Madison) - Investigating the  
Werewolf of Wisconsin

2nd WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - WRCO’s Rockin’ Saturday 
Nights

3rd WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - Collegiate Wrestler

Public Affairs/Talk Show (Radio)

1st WSUM (UW-Madison) - On, Wisconsin:  
Discussing “Sifting and Reckoning”

2nd UW-Madison - Cardinal Call: Interstate Plasma To 
Close Campus-Area Location

3rd WSUM (UW-Madison) - On, Wisconsin:  
Interviewing Mandela Barnes

Public Affairs/Talk Show (TV)

1st UW-Whitewater - Hot Stuff - “Fall 2022, Episode  
 1: England”

2nd Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - UWO in 30: Beat  
 Breakdown

3rd Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - Anything But Average - 
Episode 8

PSAs/Commercials (Radio)

1st WSUM (UW-Madison) - Winter is Coming PSA

2nd WSUM (UW-Madison) - Madison Wildlife PSA

3rd WSUM (UW-Madison) - Jaywalking PSA

Promotional/PSAs/Commercials (TV)

1st UW-Whitewater - Think Before You Drink

2nd Titan TV (UW-Oshkosh) - Aviatrix Ultimate 
Frisbee

3rd SPtv (UW-Stevens Point) - CWACT SpongeBob 
the Musical: Patrick

Informational/Educational/Corporate (TV)

1st UW-Whitewater - Volunteer at Touched by a Paw

2nd SPtv (UW-Stevens Point) - Body Neutrality 

3rd SPtv (UW-Stevens Point) - YouTube Society 
Spooky Screening

Website

1st WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - wrst.org

2nd UW-Madison - Curb Online

3rd UW-Whitewater - UWW-TV Website

Social Media

1st UW-Madison - Curb Pulse

2nd WSUM (UW-Madison) - WSUM Instagram

3rd WRST (UW-Oshkosh) - 90.3 WRST-FM Social 
Media
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2022 Foundation Contributors
Armada Media

Linda Baun 

Marta Bechtol 

Ken and Donna Beno

Greg and Sandy Bell 

Tom and Kathy Bier 

Liz and Tommie 
Boyd 

Scott and Cinda 
Chorski 

Robert Doerfler 

Eddie and Karen 
Doucette

Educational  
Communications 
Board 

Dale Ganske

Joyce Garbaciak

Jill Geisler

Kyle Geissler and 
Robin Stephens

Thom and Jean 
Gerretsen

Bruce Grassman

Terry Havel

Heartland  
Communications

James Hoyt

Bill and Lynn Hurwitz 

Perry Kidder 

Tom Koser 

Wayne Larrivee

Paul and Karen 
LeSage 

Jonathan Little

Magnum Media 

Lisa Nalbandian

New Radio Inc./Bry-
an Mazur

Richard Record

Jeff and Joanna 

Robinson   

Chuck and LuAnn 
Roth 

Brandon Scholz 

Martha Schuh 

Terry and Sandy 
Shockley 

Peter Tanz

Gary Timm

Scott Trentadue

Michelle and Kirk 
Vetterkind

Thomas Walker 

WCLQ-FM 

Steve and Amy 
Wexler

WKOW-TV 

WNWC Radio

Lindsay Wood Davis

WXOW-TV 

Jowett Fellowship supports 
training for photographers
The Rick Jowett Fellowship was established in 2017 by the Wis-
consin Broadcasters Association Foundation to support educa-
tional opportunities for photographers and videographers who 
work in media in Wisconsin.

Recipients of the fellowship can 
use the grant for professional 
development in the areas of 
photography and videography. 
Applicants must specify how 
the funds will be used. Potential 
uses include but are not limited 
to courses offered by the Na-
tional Press Photographers As-
sociation, the Poynter Institute, 
or any accredited college or university. This fellowship intends to 
award a total of up to $2,000 in grants annually to multiple recipi-
ents to cover part or all of the recipients’ expenses.

Apply at 
www.wbafoundation.org/scholarships-grants/
rick-jowett-fellowship

About Rick Jowett

Rick grew up in a media family. His grandfather 
was CEO of Forward Communications which 
owned several television stations throughout the 
country. His family was also involved in the print 

media, the Wausau Herald. While in high school Rick 
began his career as a photographer working for the Wausau Her-
ald. Rick Jowett completed his degree in journalism (UW-Madison) 
in the late 70s. Following graduation, Rick started his career in 
broadcasting as a still photographer at WMTV-TV, in Madison. Rick 
began working with the WBA in 1985 as the Association’s event 
photographer. He served graciously and unconditionally until his 
passing.

Jowett
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Deadline is 

June 1
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Walker Institute keynote will focus on economic outlook
Rick to speak April 26

The chief economist for CUNA Mutual Group in 
Madison will provide an economic outlook for 
his keynote presentation at the Walker Broadcast 
Management Institute.

Steven Rick will speak following the dinner on 
April 26 at the Fluno Center on the UW-Madison 
campus. Graduating third year students will also 
be recognized at the dinner.

Rick will address the following questions: 

• Will the recent U.S. economic rebound turn to recession because 
of continuing supply chain issues and COVID variants?

• Can expansion restore the pre-crisis economy? 

• Are fundamental changes in the jobs market apt to cause long-
term disparities?

• Might monetary contraction lead to a recession?

The 2023 Institute marks the third year of another 3-year cycle. 

Students may join the cycle at any time. It is designed for broad-
cast managers and those seeking or being prepared for broadcast 
management positions. 

The 2023 sessions are:

• April 25 – Use Creativity to Solve Tough Problems and Have 
More Fun with Barry Callen

• April 26 –Developing People Around You with Betsy Hagan

• April 27 – Marketing with Scott Cooper

Space is still available. For registration information please call the 
WBA office at 608-255-2600.

Rick

Space Still Available!
Call the WBA



WE LIVE HERE.
WE WORK HERE.
WE SERVE HERE.
Wisconsin Broadcasters help keep our ranks 
full so we can serve when called upon. What 
you do matters. Thank you for your support.

Visit nationalguard.com

Your WBA Calendar of Events
March 16, 2023 
Webinar: Extending Your Client’s Reach While 
Growing Your Station’s Share 
Elizabeth Bernberg, Senior Director of Business  
Development, AdCellerant

April 13, 2023 
EEO Webinar: A Review of the FCC’s EEO Require-
ments for Broadcasters 
David Oxenford,Wilkinson Barker Knauer

April 25-27, 2023 
Walker Broadcast Management Institute
UW School of Business 

May 6, 2023 
WBA Young Professionals Gala Warm Up
Madison Marriott West

May 6, 2023 
WBA Awards Gala  
Madison Marriott West 

June 14–15, 2023  
WBA Summer Conference 
Osthoff Resort, Elkhart Lake

June 13–15, 2023  
Media Technology Institute
Osthoff Resort, Elkhart Lake

June 15, 2023  
Webinar: 7 Traits That Supercharge Social Media 
Engagement; Help Others Feel A Part Of  
Something
Lori Lewis, President, Lori Lewis Media

July 20, 2023  
Webinar: News Leadership Workshop
Kevin Benz, I-Media Strategies

Aug. 17, 2023  
Webinar: Create Value And Urgency By  
Uncovering The Whole P.I.E.
L’areal Lipkins, Lipkins Consulting Group

Oct. 10-12, 2023 
Broadcasters Clinic 
Madison Marriott West

Oct. 19, 2023  
Webinar: Women in Leadership: Building a  
Diversified Broadcast Team
Tammy Wellbrock, Girl Twin Solutions, LLC

Nov. 16, 2023  
Webinar: A Look Ahead At The 2024 Elections And 
Issues
National Association of Broadcasters

Outstanding Efficiency
at Exceptional Value

NVLTSeries  

3.5 – 10 kW FM

nautel.com

More details and registraton at 
wi-broadcasters.org/events

Acoustic Solutions for Recording, Editing, Control & 
Broadcast Studios

• Acoustic Doors and Windows
• Sound Absorbing Wall and Ceiling Panels
• Wall, Ceiling, and Floor Sound Isolation Systems
• Contact us to help with your next studio upgrade!

noiseproblems.com  •  262 367-6700  •  Hartland, WI 53029


