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Licensees of what types of broadcast stations must file for renewal 
of their licenses? 
 The licensees of all commercial and noncommercial, full and low power 
radio, and full power, Class A and low power television, and FM and TV 
translator broadcast stations must file an “Application for Renewal of Broad-
cast Station License” (FCC Form 303-S) to renew their licenses every eight 
years. Co-owned FM Translator stations and FM and TV booster stations 
are renewed with the full power station with which they are associated. 

Must a fee be filed with the FCC in connection with a licensee’s re-
newal application? 
 Yes. Promptly after the renewal of license application is filed with the 
FCC, the licensee of a commercial station must pay the appropriate filing 
fee to the FCC. The fee for a full power radio station, or a full power or 
Class television station, is currently $175. For an FM or TV translator or 
low power television station, the fee is $60.00. There is no filing fee for a 
noncommercial educational radio or television station, a booster station, 
or for a low power FM station. 

What is the renewal filing deadline for the licensees of Wisconsin 
radio stations? 
 August 1, 2012 is the deadline by which licensees of all radio broadcast 
stations licensed to communities in the State of Wisconsin must file their 
renewal of license applications. 

What is the renewal filing deadline for licensees of Wisconsin televi-
sion stations? 
 One year later, August 1, 2013 is the deadline by which licensees of 
all television broadcast stations licensed to communities in the State of 
Wisconsin must file their renewal of license applications. 

Apart from fCC form 303-S, are broadcast station licensees required 
to file any other renewal-related forms? 
 Yes. Immediately prior to the filing of an application for renewal of 
station license on FCC Form 303-S, the licensee must file its “Broadcast 
Equal Employment Opportunity Report” (FCC Form 396) and obtain a 
filing number that must be inserted in response to a question on the renewal 
application. All stations, except for low power radio and translator/booster 
stations, must file the FCC Form 396 regardless of the number of full-time 
employees on staff. Licensees of stations employing five or more full-time 
employees must include as exhibits to the Form 396 their Annual EEO 
Public File Reports for the last two years and a narrative statement regard-
ing their EEO efforts. 

May the licensee of an fM or TV Translator apply for renewal of 
license on the main station’s application form? 
 That depends. If the translator station is licensed to the same entity as 
the main broadcast station, the renewal of license for both stations may 
be applied for using the same FCC Form 303-S. If, however, the licensee 
of the translator is a different entity, renewal of license for that translator 
must be applied for on a separate FCC Form 303-S (booster stations are 
renewed on the same form as the main station). 

Is a broadcast station licensee required to give notice of the filing of 
its renewal application? 
 Yes. The licensees of all commercial and noncommercial, full power 
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and low power radio stations; full power and Class A television broadcast 
stations; and low power television broadcast stations capable of local 
origination, are required to broadcast on air their pre-filing and post-filing 
renewal announcements using the following schedules: 

 For Wisconsin full power and low power radio broadcast stations, pre-
filing radio renewal announcements must be broadcast on June 1, June 16, 
July 1 and July 16, 2012, and at least two of those announcements must 
air between 7:00 A.M. and 9:00 A.M. and/or 4:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. Post-
filing radio announcements must be broadcast on August 1, August 16, 
September 1, September 16, October 1 and October 16, 2012. At least 
three of these announcements must air during the times listed above, and, 
of the remaining three announcements, one must air between 9:00 A.M. and 
noon, one must air between noon and 4:00 P.M., and one must air between 
7:00 P.M. and midnight. No newspaper publication is required. 

 For Wisconsin full power and Class A television broadcast stations, and 
low power television broadcast stations capable of local origination, pre-filing 
television renewal announcements must be broadcast on June 1, June 16, 
July 1 and July 16, 2013, and at least two of these announcements must 
air between 5:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M. Post-filing television announcements 
must be broadcast on August 1, August 16, September 1, September 16, 
October 1 and October 16, 2013. At least three of these announcements must 
air between 5:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M. The remaining three announcements 
must air as follows: One announcement must air between 9:00 A.M. and 
1:00 P.M., one must air between 1:00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M., and one must air 
between 5:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. No newspaper publication is required. 

 Licensees of FM and TV translator stations that are not part of a main 
station renewal application, and low power television stations that are 
not capable of local origination, must publish only once a single post-fil-
ing announcement in a daily, weekly or biweekly newspaper of general 
circulation in the community served by the station, immediately after the 
August 1 filing deadline. If the community does not have a daily, weekly 
or biweekly newspaper, the announcement must be posted in a public 
place, i.e., in the local post office. 

 Applicants filing FCC Form 303-S are required to certify that they have 
or will comply with all applicable public notice requirements. Once the pre-
filing and post-filing announcements have been completed, applicants must 
place a statement certifying compliance with the public notice requirements 
of Section 73.3580 in their public inspection files. That statement must 
include the dates and times each announcement was broadcast (or, in the 
case of certain FM and TV Translator and low power television stations, 
was published and the name of the newspaper in which it was published) 
and the full text of each announcement. The statement must be placed in the 
station’s public inspection file within seven days of the last publication. 

 This Advisory is not intended to constitute legal advice. Nor is it 
intended to address all of the issues, processes or requirements relating 
to the renewal of a station’s fCC licenses. The renewal application 
requires the licensee to make numerous representations (in the form 
of certifications) to the Federal government (the FCC). Accordingly, 
the utmost care should be exercised in this process. Communications 
counsel should be involved in all aspects of the preparation, comple-
tion, filing and prosecution of a station’s application for renewal of 
license. - Pillsbury


