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Say what you see.  

It’s a pretty simple concept. And saying exactly what ‘is’ -- is the basis of what Journalists are 
trying to achieve all over the world.  

In the past, People only had a handful of sources to get their news: Newspapers, television and 
radio.   

The traditional press generally worked hard to get the story right, because we have skin in the 
game.  

We have to deliver the facts objectively and fairly. If we get to the irrefutable truth - the public 
could generally feel comfortable to trust the press.   

But with the advent of the internet, information SOURCES have multiplied fast, much faster 
than any of us could have predicted.  

With more sources of information, comes the risk of more noise and less clarity about what is 
“true” and what is “opinion”. 

The internet can blur the lines of what can be trusted as fact.   

Fact, is the most important aim for news broadcasters. 

But in this new age, millions of people are finding out what they know from places like 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, before any journalist has a chance to present what is truth.  
Local TV news teams have to move faster than ever to keep up, and sometime “correct” the 
messages from independent tweets, posts and blogs.  
 
We consider it a calling.  
 
It is our job to make sure the public has a consistent place to find real, dependable, irrefutable 
facts. 
 
These days “Irrefutable” is hard to come by. 
 
Luckily, Wisconsin has a proud tradition of Transparency. 
 
Today I want to encourage you to take an important step in furthering that tradition.  
 
In the past decade, the people of Wisconsin have asked law enforcement to help eliminate 
some of the “grey area” surrounding interactions between the police and the public they serve.  
They asked for Body Cameras to help the public understand those interactions, not just when 
there is controversy, but also when there isn’t. 



While there is never a perfect answer, we believe that the ‘transparency’ that these body 
cameras provide, can be the quickest path to find and report “Irrefutable” facts. 
 
As the broadcast media, that is our aim.   
 
We want to provide, truth, community awareness, and a sober fact-based society.  
To that end, Pictures are worth a thousand words. 
 
The Civil Rights movement was once centered on the images of Emmitt Till and the March on 
Selma where some Americans saw the unedited truth with their own eyes.   
 
A few years ago in Milwaukee, uninformed Citizens burned down a neighborhood in response 
to what they thought was an act of police brutality.  
 
The death of Syville Smith was a tragedy.  

 
But it was almost 2 years later, when police released the actual body cam video in a courtroom.  
In the video, you saw Smith running on foot and armed with a handgun when the officer shot 
him.    
 
Let’s be honest. It is never a good situation when an officer draws a gun.  
 
Most people agree, it may have helped spare millions of dollars’ worth of damage, if the 
information was transparent as soon as possible.  
 
The point I’m trying to make is, when people feel informed, it can help make tough situations 
more palatable.  As a member of the Wisconsin Media we implore you to keep that in mind. 
This bill you are considering today is one built from compromise.  
 
I was just one part of a legislative study committee led by Senator Patrick Testin and 
Representative Chris Taylor.  
 
It was exciting in this current political environment to see both sides be “nimble” and 
“accommodating” to the opposing points of view. 
 
The process of creating this bill was full of bipartisanship.  The leaders from both parties 
explained how practical measures could help serve our citizens of Wisconsin for years to come.   
As a member of the media, our emphasis in this process was to remind the legislators how 
‘transparency’ is a tenant of the Constitution.  We hope the spirit of this new Body Camera 
legislation is a chance to let people judge for themselves the complex work of our law 
enforcement officers.  
 
We are living in an era where ‘facts’ matter more than ever.  As members of the media, we are 
responsible to keep information flowing to our communities, with as little “opinion” or 
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assumption as possible.   
 
We all know that the State of Wisconsin is at a point where we need to address the privacy 
implications that come with modern and developing technology.  We understand the 
challenges this technology presents for some smaller departments. 
 
With the bill on the table we are ready to address Wisconsin’s long tradition of transparency 
and fuse that with the standards of where the citizens of our state can expect access.  Never 
before has a police officer crossed so many lines of privacy with cameras in tow.  
 
We agree with the spirit of the bill, and we worked for months alongside law enforcement 
leaders hand-in-hand as we heard their concerns, and they heard ours.  
 
This bill sets reasonable expectations for law enforcement to address privacy, reasonably 
protect investigations and the give access to the public. 
 
I’d like to thank the Senators and Representatives who have taken this task so seriously. 
They have been responsible in realizing the precedent that we will set here.  
 
Ultimately our idea is that we should stay as transparent as we can be for the good of the 
public.     
 
I’d like to thank Senator Wanggaard and this committee for holding a hearing on this bill and 
I’d like to thank Senator Testin and Representatives Chris Taylor for their leadership of the 
Legislative Study Committee. 
 
This bill is a good compromise to move forward into law.  
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