
 

Wisconsin Broadcaster Elected President of NAFB
 

Brian Winnekins, station owner and farm broadcaster at WRDN, Durand, Wis., was 
recently elected to serve as the 2016 President of the National Association of Farm 
Broadcasting (NAFB). 
 
NAFB, founded in 1944, is a membership organization composed of radio stations and networks, 
serving agricultural communities across the United States. Brian is a 17-year member of NAFB 
and has been actively involved with NAFB since joining the association.  
 
Brian started his radio career while in college at WKTY in La Crosse, Wis., and graduated with a 

Finance degree in 1990 from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. It was during his first six months on the job at 
WKTY that Brian decided it would be great to own a radio station. In 2011, he moved to Durand and purchased 
WRDN, 1430 AM, Real Country. The station had been off the air for about five years, and it was his mission to return 
local radio to the Durand area. 
 
WRDN returned to the airwaves in 2012, providing local news to the local community. Brian’s mission with 
purchasing the station was to focus on delivering content that mattered to the community, and create an avenue for 
community awareness. Brian and the WRDN staff accomplish this through involvement with local organizations, 
school activities; Durand High School sports, local FFA chapters, churches, and more. 
 
Agricultural is a billion-dollar business in the WRDN listening area, and a large percentage of the daily programming is 
built around the important agriculture community. “In the WRDN listening area, the station reaches more than 6,500 
farms, accounting for $1.3 billion dollars in agricultural commodity sales,” says Brian Winnekins, WRDN Owner. 
“Our listeners tune-in daily for commodity markets, agriculture-focused weather forecasts, and local and national farm 
news to help them better understand the complexity of the global ag industry. We hear time and time again how 
important the locally-produced ag news is for farmers and ranchers.” 
 
As a station owner and broadcaster, Brian is a tireless advocate for the power of local radio. During a 2013 NAFB 
event in Washington D.C., Brian had the opportunity to meet with Federal Communications Commissioner (FCC), Ajit 
Pai and hand deliver over 30 letters, several hand-written, from station supporters highlighting the need for local radio, 
and for keeping AM stations on at night. As a result of this meeting with Commissioner Pai, Brian continues to connect 
the Commissioner with owners and operators of local stations serving rural communities, helping to demonstrate the 
need for local radio. WRDN was recognized in 2013 by Commissioner Pai as a vital link to the Durand community and 
surrounding areas. 
 
Brian will serve his term as NAFB President, starting January 1, 2016. Before being named President, he served on the 
NAFB Executive Board for two years and was the committee chair for the 2015 NAFB Convention. NAFB members 
represent more than 70 stations, and more than 40 networks broadcasting on over 1,300 stations nationwide. Key 
membership events include Washington Watch held in April each year providing NAFB members with exclusive 
interviews and content from key leaders in Washington D.C., and the annual convention held each year the second 
week of November in Kansas City, Mo. 
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