
 

WBA Joins in Audible Crawl Comments 
 

On March 27, the NAB filed a petition urging the FCC to waive a portion of its new rules requiring a 
TV station to make visual emergency information available in the audio of the station’s SAP stream 
as well. 
 
Earlier this week, all 50 State Broadcasters Associations (including your WBA) joined in filing Comments with the 
FCC to support the NAB’s request. 
 
Those Comments urged the FCC to delay implementation of the rules for six months, until November 30, 2015, to give 
vendors time to create technology capable of performing the conversion of textual emergency content into aural 
content, and to give TV stations time to test and implement those technical solutions. The Comments also requested 
that the FCC waive the requirement that all visual but non-textual information (e.g., Doppler Radar and weather maps) 
be conveyed aurally on SAP until technological solutions to accomplish that become available. Finally, the Comments 
urged the FCC to reconsider or waive the requirement that school closings be considered a form of emergency 
information that must be made available aurally in the SAP until such time as a more practical solution is identified. In 
particular, the Comments noted that for stations serving areas with numerous schools and school districts, aurally 
listing all of the various closings (twice, as required by the rule for all emergency information) would crowd out more 
important emergency information with limited benefit given other sources of school closing information available. 
 
Throughout, the Comments emphasized that broadcasters support the goal of making video programming and 
emergency information accessible to all members of the public, but the difficulty of complying with these requirements 
before technical solutions are found places stations in the awkward position of deleting visual content that cannot 
readily be delivered aurally rather than risk a rule violation. Such an approach offers no benefit to the visually impaired 
while reducing the ability of TV stations to convey emergency information to the rest of their audience. 
 


