
AWARDS COMMITTEE COLUMN 

 

The 2014 Awards For Excellence brochure is here! 
 
The first thing you’ll notice is the new look which reflects the continued new look of our 
awards program. The brochure is your guide to our annual awards program. If you 
haven’t seen the brochure, please go to wi-broadcasters.org for an electronic version. 
 
Each year your Awards Committee spends considerable time reviewing the entire 
awards program to make sure it continues to be the best in the country. This year there 
are just a few changes. One of the major changes comes at the behest of many award 
winners who have told us over the years that we could have played a better clip of their 
work at the Awards Gala. Indeed, because of the deadlines, we often selected just the 

first few seconds of the winning entry. That now can change. But, only with your help. 
 
This year you are asked to select your own “snippet.” At the end of each entry you will see a snippet 
opportunity. This is where we ask you to select the best 15 to 20 seconds which we’ll then show at the Gala. 
The benefits of this process are great. First, the person who best knows the entry knows the strongest 
section. Second, it saves editing time for the WBA. Finally, and most importantly, it makes our Awards Gala 
presentation stronger. Now that’s a win-win-win. 
 
There are just two other changes from last year. In television we’ve added a “Best Topical Promotion” 
category to reflect this most important effort of our promotions staff. And, for TV and Radio News and Talk 
we’ve added an Election Night Coverage category. In an election year so much planning goes into what we 
do after the polls close that the Awards Committee felt the execution of those plans deserved its own 
recognition. This year we have it and it does count in our points roll-up for News Operation of the Year. So, 
make sure you hit that record button at 8 pm election night. 
 
While entries won’t be accepted until December 1, 2014, many stations are already in the planning process. 
Owners, GMs, program directors, and news directors have alerted their staff that they want to enter and they 
want to win. They have already identified potential award entries and, now that the brochure is in hand, 
they’ll be making sure they have strong entries in every category. 
 
It’s the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Awards For Excellence 2014, the largest and most 
respected broadcast awards program in the nation. Begin planning now to assure your station is 
standing at the podium at our Awards Gala, May 2, 2015, at the Madison Marriott. Plan now so you don’t 
regret it later. Good luck to all! 
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