
 

Pillar of Public Service Award 
 

The Association of Public Television Stations (APTS) presented the first-ever Pillar of 
Public Service Award to Malcolm Brett, Director of Broadcast and Media Innovations for 
Wisconsin Public Television. 
 
The Pillar of Public Service Award recognizes the contributions of an extraordinary leader in one 
of public television's three pillars of public service: education, public safety and civic leadership. 
 
“Malcolm Brett has provided innovative and exemplary services in the area of civic leadership, to 
both Wisconsin Public Television and our country as a whole,” said Patrick Butler, president and 
CEO of APTS. “Malcolm’s remarkable leadership has resulted in several groundbreaking and 

novel initiatives about and for veterans, including honoring 30,000 veterans at an event which was the largest 
gathering of Vietnam veterans in the U.S., as well as a three-hour documentary, Wisconsin Vietnam War Stories, 
which included never-before-heard stories by Vietnam War veterans. Malcolm’s commitment to civic leadership has 
helped citizens and communities understand the issues veterans face locally and regionally, and enabled them to 
develop solutions based on facts and rooted in community partnerships. No one is more deserving of this inaugural 
Pillar of Public Service Award than Malcolm Brett, and I’m honored to present it to him.” 
 
Malcolm Brett added, “This body of work, and convening of veterans, veteran support organizations and communities 
around Wisconsin has been a model for how an engaged public broadcaster can work with and for the community we 
serve. We are gratified by the number of stations around the country who have taken up this work. We feel privileged 
to contribute to the recognition and support of our veterans, and to contributing to dialogue around veterans' issues in 
service to them and to the communities they return to.” 
 
Mr. Brett was elected to the to the PBS Board of Directors in 2008, serving two terms concluding his service as Vice 
Chair of the Board. During the past two decades at WPT, Brett also has served as a Production Manager for the 
national program New Tech Times, Corporate Development Manager, Director of Development and Executive 
Director of Friends of WPT. 
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