
AWARDS COMMITTEE COLUMN 

 

WBA Awards for Excellence Brochure 
 
In case you missed it in the mail or when Tom Bier told you in last month’s column, the 
2014 WBA Awards for Excellence brochure is here! 
 
That means you’ve either already crafted an ingenious plan to enter and dominate every 
possible category, or your Creative Director will spend the week of the January deadline 
running through the halls shouting, “I need an entry for Humorous Commercial! Didn’t 
ANYBODY run a funny ad this year?” 
 
In either case, once you’re putting your entries together you’ll notice the request for a “snippet” 
this year. It’s 15-20 seconds from your larger entry that will be played when you win, and we’re 
requesting it because we want you to be the one who decides what’s in your snippet. 

 
Saturday, May 2, 2015 (mark your calendar) we get to put on our fancy clothes and meet at the Madison Marriott West 
to enjoy a delicious meal and the dulcet voiceover work of Lindsay Wood Davis. While we’re there we’ll also give out a 
great big stack of Awards for Excellence in Broadcasting. 
 
When you walk to the podium to collect your award and the snippet of your First Place entry plays, it’s the opportunity 
to show a room of Wisconsin’s best broadcasters the quality of your station’s work. And also how generally awesome 
and good-looking you are. 
 
As has happened in the past, when others choose the snippet to play, the room might not hear the punch line of a 
great radio promo or might only get the anchor’s intro to an important on-site report. Unfortunately, the room misses 
out on the big “wow” moment of the piece – the reason it won First Place in the first place. Snippets should make sure 
we see the dramatic footage of the tornado touching down at a nearby farm, the tears of the woman who lost her 
home in a tornado, or the joyful reunion between a family and their pet…who got lost during a tornado. (What can I 
say? Tornado stuff wins awards.) 
 
That’s why we want your snippet. No one is more qualified to pick the best moments of your entries than you are. 
Take the time to find the core of the entry, the big laugh, or the emotional payoff. Choose the best consecutive section 
of the entry, or edit your snippet together to show the scope of the larger piece. The Awards Gala will be that much 
more entertaining, and you’ll look better every time you win. 

 
 

Elwood Bjorn 
Program Director, 

105.7 WAPL & 
Razor 94.7 (WZOR) 

 


