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Award Entry Totals 
 
Let’s see…where to begin. Hmmm, let’s begin with the fact 
that the WBA Awards program grew again (!) and remains far 
and away the largest state-wide broadcast awards program in the 
country. 
 
It really is huge, this year with another new record for total entries of 1,479. The technical term for this 

is, “a whole bunch!” 
 
If you spend much time at all listening to quarterly or year-end financial analysis of the broadcast industry as a whole, the 
breakdown by category will look surprisingly familiar: 
 

• Overall, the Social and Digital division continues to grow at the fastest pace (15%) with 153 entries total. 

• News and Talk Radio is next, growing 6.5% with 362 entries. 

• TV, with 526 entries grew by 1.3% and 

• Music Radio, which has grown so rapidly in recent years, actually fell a few points, down from 454 to 438 entries for 
a 3.6% loss. 

Overall, the contest grew by 2.2%, certainly slowing the growth curve of previous years. And while we’d always like to see the 
Awards program continue to get bigger, the “issues” associated with a contest this size also increase with growth. The Awards 
committee has looked at growth the last few years; these results are very much in line with our current plans. 
 
The most competitive categories in Social and Digital Media were Online Personality, with 20 entries and, with 19 each, Special 
Web Project and Live On-Site Online Coverage. 
 
In News and Talk Radio, there were 31 entries for Best Feature, 26 for Hard News/Investigative and 23 each for Best Radio Show 
from 9a-5a and Best Interview. 
 
In Music Radio there were an impressive 41 entries for Best Commercial (the most for any category in the entire contest) 36 for 
Best Humorous Commercial and 32 for Best Morning Show. 
 
In TV (as in News and Talk Radio) there are a great number of stations vying for both the News Operation of the Year and Station 
of the Year trophies; that results in many stations entering almost every category. There are 32 entries for Best Feature, but then 
there are 17 other TV categories with 20 or more. There’s a real battle brewing there! 
 
That you’ve made such a phenomenal success of the WBA Awards program is well-known, but sometimes it is good to look back 
and compare. Ten years ago, the previous Awards program had 440 TOTAL entries, 219 for TV and 221 for Radio. In 2014 our 
total entries for Radio ALONE reached 800! Look what you’ve done! 
 
The judges are judging (in FOUR different states!) 
We each want to win, it is really high stakes! 
So get ready to gather, its glad rags for all 
May second’s the Gala, We’ll each have a ball. 
 

 
 

Lindsay Wood Davis 
WBA Awards 

Committee Co-Chair 



From the Awards Committee to the entire membership of the WBA, THANK YOU for your support. 
 
And THANK YOU to the Awards Committee: 
 

• Tom Bier, Co-Chair, WISC-TV 
• Lindsay Wood Davis, Co-Chair, Broadcast Management Strategies 
• Elwood Bjorn, Woodward Communications 
• Nancy Douglass, WLKG FM 
• Andrew Felix, WEAU-TV 
• Kyle Geissler, WISC-TV 
• JT Koser, Koser Radio Group 
• Scott Robert Shaw, Family Radio Group 
• Thomas Swigert, WISN-TV 
• Michelle Vetterkind, WBA 
• Linda Baun, WBA 

 


