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Oh quelle nuit! 
 
Oh what a night, indeed! 
 
When you read Michelle’s President’s column, you’ll see she’s on the button; it was a 
terrific night, and the culmination of another terrific year for the entire awards program. 
 
A great deal has happened in the WBA Awards program; in fact, one constant of our 
program is certainly change. We promised years ago to not let the program become stale, 
tired, or predictable. We’re in an industry where stale and predictable almost always means 

trouble ahead, so constant updating has been as important in the awards program as it is at the best of our TV and radio 
stations. 
 
For instance, if you’ve ever won a WBA Award for Excellence trophy in years past, and were lucky and skilled enough 
to win one again this year, you surely noticed one change: we updated the actual awards themselves. The 
committee received nothing but raves, especially for the “of the Year” awards. 
 
Our program was close to technically faultless, thanks especially to our new production house, Tri-Marq Media 
Production Company of Milwaukee. These folks have become big hitters in the corporate event presentation world and, 
as we watched and listened to their work for the WBA, it wasn’t hard understanding why! 
 
Linda Baun and her efficient squad of Gala Elves set a smashingly good-looking room, with great decoration, lighting 
and sound. And all of this was a perfect backdrop for that turnout. To paraphrase Garrison Keillor, “The men were 
handsome and the women were beautiful!” Wow! What a good-looking crowd! And the Twitter-verse noticed, too! 
Five hundred tweets were recorded that evening on the #wbagala hashtag. 
 
The presenters from small, medium and large markets kept on their toes, the kitchen sent out a fine dinner in= a timely 
manner, and we (almost!) ended by our goal of 10 PM. It is a long evening, of fun, fanfare and festivity. 
 
The awards program and the gala itself have become what they were always meant to be, the biggest 
night of the year on the WBA calendar, a celebration of the men and women, stations and 
companies, that do great radio, TV and digital for the people of Wisconsin. You should all be proud 
of doing just that, because you do it so very, very well. 
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