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RAB Radio Marketing Professional Certification 

Seminars & High School Initiative Funded For 2014-2015 School Year 
 

The Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Foundation (WBAF) has voted to continue underwriting the 
Radio Marketing Professional (RMP) Certification seminars at Wisconsin universities and technical 
colleges for the 2014- 2015 school year. The two-day seminars, which are open to Wisconsin college 

students, are endorsed by the Radio Advertising Bureau (RAB). In the eight years the seminars have been presented, 
587 students have been certified as RMP’s. The pass rate for the certification exam is 94%. The goal of program is to 
interest students in a career in broadcast sales; to illustrate the importance of sales in a broadcast operation; and to 
provide additional broadcast marketing knowledge to supplement what is being taught in the college classroom. 
 
During the fall semester, locations where I plan to present the seminar are UW-Oshkosh, UW-Madison, UW-River 
Falls, and Northcentral Technical College in Wausau. In the spring, UW-Stevens Point, UW-Green Bay, and UW-
LaCrosse are being considered. 
 
A committee was formed two years ago to find ways to make the program more visibly relevant to WBA members and 
for managers to get leads on potential sales representatives. The committee consisted of Kelly Radandt, Woodward 
Communications, Jill Sommers, WISC-TV, Madison, Nancy Douglass, WLKG, Lake Geneva, Michelle Vetterkind, 
WBA, and me. The committee developed a questionnaire that was given to students at the end of each seminar to 
determine their interest in broadcast sales. The results were sent to general and sales managers around the state and 
have received favorable comments. 
 
Once again the WBAF is subsidizing a significant amount of the overall cost. The seminar registration fee is $20.00. 
 
High School Initiative 
During the 2013-2014 school year, the WBA and the WBAF partnered to fund a proposal designed to target juniors and 
seniors in high school who are interested in broadcasting, marketing, and/or engineering last year. The objectives were 
to interest students in a broadcast related career with special emphasis on sales and engineering; to encourage juniors 
and seniors to attend the student seminar in Madison; to compile a list of high schools with broadcast related classes; 
and to increase the visibility of the WBA and WBA Foundation. The on-site presentation outlined the duties and 
advantages of pursuing a career in Radio/TV sales and engineering. The presentation reached 215 students at seven 
schools. 
 
Below are the high schools, the number of students, and the type of class. Wausau West (Presentation to a video 
production class) 25 students Madison East (Presentations to two video editing classes) 36 students Phillips 
(Presentation to a combined speech and marketing class) 25 students Laconia (Rosendale) (Presentation to charter 
school video class) 15 students Green Bay Southwest (Presentation to marketing class) 25 students Franklin 
(Presentation to three video production classes) 68 students Middleton (Presentation to a combined video and 
marketing class) 21 students Once the schedule was finalized, an email was sent to the Young Professionals and 
Diversity Committee along with other professionals. Darla Isham, GM at WPFP-AM and WCQM-FM, Park Falls 
(Heartland Communications) and Jason Tokarczyk, Account Executive, WAPL/WZOR, Appleton helped in the 
presentations at Phillips and Green Bay Southwest, respectively. 
 



Through contacts at the high schools, education committee members, and broadcast professionals around the state, I 
have been able to compile additional high schools for visits during the 2014-2015 school year. They include: Holmen 
near LaCrosse, Indian Trails in Kenosha, Westosha Central in Paddock Lake, Beloit Turner, Madison East, 
Mequon/Thiensville, Peewaukee, Waukesha, Sheybogan, and Burlington. 
 
I would like to thank Michelle, David Sanks, the WBA Foundation Board, and the WBA for their support of these 
programs. 

 


