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If the WBA award submissions are any indication, Wisconsin broadcasters are putting more effort 
into social and digital media and they want to win awards for their work. Submissions in many of the 
social and digital media categories keep growing. 
 
Creating a “Social and Digital Media Station of the Year” award this past year generated even more 
interest. 
 

The WBA awards committee heard feedback this year from numerous stations about the fact that all stations, regardless 
of format or market size, are competing on the same playing field. Small market radio stations are competing head-to-
head with large market TV stations. 
 
The awards committee is considering options for contending with this concern. 
 
When the committee met in May, there was a lot of discussion about the merits of open competition versus breaking 
the competition up by TV/radio and/or market size. It was a great discussion. 
 
What complicates the decision is the size of the whole awards program. This year’s gala ran from 6 to 10 p.m. The 
committee is committed to keeping the gala from getting any longer than that. 
 
But splitting up the competition for social and digital awards means there will be many more awards to hand out. 
 
The committee has tasked two smaller groups on the committee to study a few options. These groups will report back 
to the committee in the fall. 
 
Because these changes could mean significant changes to the awards program, don’t look for them next year. The status 
quo will be in place for the 2014 awards handed out in 2015. 
 
But looking ahead to the 2015 awards, expect changes. 
 
As always, the committee is ready to take your input. Please contact me or any other committee members with your 
ideas and feedback. 
 
Awards Committee: Tom Bier, WISC-TV, tbier@wisctv.com; Lindsay Wood Davis, BroadcastManagement Strategies, 
lwdnrg@aol.com; Elwood, Bjorn, Woodward Communications, elwood@wcinet.com; Nancy Douglass, WLKG FM, 
nancyd@wlkg.com; Andrew, Felix, WEAU-TV, Andrew. Felix@weau.com; Kyle Geissler, Channel3000.com, 
kgeissler@wisctv.com; JT Koser, Account Executive, jtkoser@yahoo.com; Scott Robert Shaw, Family Radio Group, 
scotts@mwfbroadcasting.com; Thomas Swigert, WISN-TV, tswigert@hearst.com; Linda Baun, WBA, lbaun@wi-
broadcasters.org; Michelle Vetterkind, WBA, mvetterkind@wi-broadcasters.org. 
 


