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On December 4, 2015 the FAA issued an updated version of the Obstruction Marking 
and Lighting Advisory Circular 70/7460 1L. This new version supersedes the version 1K 
issued in 2007 and goes into effect immediately. These new standards are provided to 
reduce the impact on the migratory bird population. These rule changes only apply to 
New tower applications, or existing towers that apply for a new hazard of determination. 
 
The major points of focus are: 
 
1. Medium intensity strobe lighting has been extended to towers of 700’ AGL. This 
allows for towers between 500’ and 700’ to replace their existing high intercity white 

strobes with medium intensity strobes. This would be a considerable cost savings for operation and 
maintenance. 
 
2. Red steady burning clearance lights (L-810) have been removed from being required on towers 
from 350’ to 2,200’ AGL. Flashing beacons (L-864) must flash at rate of 30 flashes per minute. 
 
3. Red steady burning clearance lights (L-810) on towers from 150' to 350' may be required to add 
additional levels of clearance lamps (possibly two or more) and must flash at the same rate and timing as 
the beacons referred to in point #2. See points below for FAA notification requirements. Failure of a red 
flashing obstruction light must be report to the FAA within 30 minutes of occurrence. 
 
4. Tower light lenses must be inspected every 24 months, or when there is a failure, to look for signs of 
deterioration. This inspection should be logged in the tower lighting file. 
 
5. Any proposed construction or alteration of a marking or lighting system must be submitted 45 
days in advance, the old requirement was 30 days. 
 
6. Notification of actual start of construction or alteration of a structure must be provided to the FAA 
10 days in advance; 2 days was previously required. 
 
For the complete FAA circular see: 
http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_70_7460-1L_.pdf 
 
As a final note, the FAA considers the overall height of a tower above ground (AGL) to include any objects 
(appurtenances) that protrude above the top of the tower structure. 
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