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The Educational Value of ABIP 
 

Many broadcasters in Wisconsin have taken advantage of the Alternative 
Broadcast Inspection Program or ABIP. It’s another one of the great 
services provided by WBA. 
 

Getting an ABIP inspection is a good idea no matter what kind of station you have, but there 
is added value if your station is a non-commercial/educational one. 
 

Since WRST-FM here at UW Oshkosh is an affiliate of Wisconsin Public Radio, we could 
just opt to participate in ABIP when the network does their round of inspections. However, 
we’ve always gone our own way and scheduled our inspections independent of the network. 

Primarily, it’s to ensure that the ABIP inspection occurs during the school year, so that students can be a part of the 
process. 
 

During our most recent inspection in September of 2013, I included the WRST student station manager, who was able 
to witness the inspection first hand. He saw the types of things the inspector looks at and how the chief operator (me) 
and the station engineer answer questions. Moreover, he could see precisely why I’m so fussy in maintaining the public 
inspection file. The ABIP inspection dovetails nicely with our educational mission in that it not only provides the 
student leaders an authentic media management experience, but it also prepares them to be responsible broadcasters as 
they go forward in their professional careers. 
 

The ABIP is only once every three years, but it can (and should) be part of instruction at all times. We include ABIP 
information as part of the training of all on-air students, and it’s the basis for a couple of test questions in my freshman 
radio broadcasting and audio production class. I tell this class a true story about ABIP. 
 

While I was working at Wisconsin Public Radio, an FCC field inspector showed up in our lobby and said he was there 
to do a routine field inspection of the network’s flagship station WHA-AM. I politely told him that I would get the 
chief engineer, but in the meantime, I pointed out our WBA ABIP certificate that was framed and on the lobby wall. 
He looked at it, and seeing it was current said, ‘thank you,’ and left. The resulting test question is: “An FCC inspector 
shows up at WRST and says he wants to perform a routine field inspection. Upon seeing our ABIP certificate, what is 
likely to happen?” 
 

I urge students that once they get into a position of responsibility at a broadcasting outlet that they schedule an ABIP at 
first opportunity. To illustrate this point, I relate another ABIP success story. 
 

A friend of mine got the job of station manager at a small public radio station in another state. She asked if I could 
offer any advice, and I recommended that once she got settled in and got her paperwork and records in shape to 
contract for an ABIP inspection. Coincedentally, she was about to do so when an actual FCC inspector dropped by and 
performed a full field inspection. She passed with flying colors, which she credited to the preparation she was doing to 
prepare for the ABIP inspection. 
 

If you’re at a NCE station and haven’t done so yet, please consider scheduling an ABIP at your first convenience. It not 
only gives you peace of mind, but can also provide a great real-world experience for your students. 
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