
AWARDS COMMITTEE COLUMN 

 

Awards Entries: Review, Prepare 
 
Those of you who play the card game bridge recognize the term 
“review the bidding.” 
 
Basically, it’s taking a quick break and going over what’s happened since the bidding started. It’s a reset. The mind 
sometimes needs it. 
 
So, today is a time to review the bidding on the WBA Awards for Excellence program. The current format started in 

2007. While there have been changes over the years, its basic design has remained. The purpose of the new format is to extend our recognition of the best 
efforts in many categories and then identify the Stations of the Year (SOY) and News Operations of the Year (NOY) in the state. Another major 
purpose is to build a contest which encouraged all stations to improve their product to the point they, too, can believe they’re good enough to win either of 
those prestigious awards. 

 
The time is here again to review your work for this year and begin the selection process for your 2015 Awards for Excellence entries. 
Just as the WBA has put out its call for entries, do so in your building. If your station wants to be a station or news operation of the year winner, then you need 
to start by entering. Look at the categories in the WBA program and make sure you have at least one entry in every category. If so, then even before a judge 
looks at your first entry, TV stations will have accumulated 28 points, news/talk radio stations 26 points and music stations 22 points. That’s simply for 
entering. If you haven’t entered a category it suggests, you did not have a quality entry possibility. If that’s the case, you can learn that now and still have a few 
weeks to produce that entry. Frankly, nearly all SOY and NOY winners have entered every category. 
 
You can start entering on December 1, 2015, but have until 11:59 pm on January 13, 2016 to complete the process. 
 
As you review and select your entries, also keep in mind the snippet which will be played at the Awards Gala. While the judges see the 
entire story, those attending on gala night will see just a 15- to 20-second portion of your story. As we all know, first impressions are lasting impressions and 
the snippet which is played provides that first impression. Isn’t it best that you choose what will give the best impression of your work? It’s in the rules that 
you do select it. But, more importantly it’s in your control, so take it. 
 
Despite being spelled out in the brochure, we’ve heard some members say they’re confused about the market breakdowns. Yes, it may seem odd that Madison 
is medium market for TV but large market (with Milwaukee) for Radio. And it may seem odd that all small market communities for TV are medium market for 
Radio. How can that be? Well, there’s logic to it and once you give the whole picture some thought, you probably will agree. If not, contact one of our 
committee members who will explain. 
 
That brings me to those committee members. They all deserve your thanks and appreciation for the significant time they give each year to continually 
improving our contest. We’re in communication throughout the year and meet regularly to monitor all aspects of the program and update as needed. Those 
updates come in many forms such as adding and dropping categories, constantly improving category definitions to clear up confusion, monitoring judging 
criteria, reviewing our vendor handling entries, and responding to all member inquiries about the contest. I can assure you, each of them is doing this out of a 
dedication to local broadcasting and, by extension, our mission of community service. They are not doing it for any recognition but I’m going to give it to them 
anyway. 
 
Committee members are Elwood Bjorn, Woodward Radio Group, Appleton; Lindsay Wood Davis, Broadcast Management Strategies, 
Monona; Nancy Douglass, WLKG-FM, Lake Geneva; Andrew Felix, WEAU-TV, Eau Claire; Kyle Geissler, WISC-TV, Madison; JT Koser, 
Koser Radio Group, Rice Lake; Scott Robert Shaw, Family Radio Group, La Crosse; and Thomas Swigert, WISN-TV, Milwaukee. 
 
We’re a team quarterbacked by WBA Vice President (and task-master) Linda Baun. Thanks to Linda, WBA President Michelle Vetterkind, and WBA super-
staffers Liz Boyd and Mandy Endicott who take our 1500+ entries, work with our out-of-state judges, and produce our annual gala. And what a gala it is! This 
year’s winners will be announced on Saturday May 7, 2016, at the Madison Marriott West. Mark it on your 
calendar now. 
 
It’s a night to celebrate not only what broadcasting should be but, in Wisconsin, but what broadcasting is.

 
 

Tom Bier 
Co-chair 

Awards Committee  

 


