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Here are the winning numbers 
 

This month’s WBA Awards Committee report starts out sounding a lot like 
the Lottery numbers many of your stations report; “And here are the winning 
numbers! 14, 22, 102, 209, 1,688 and 10,894. And the Powerball is the letter 
A!” 
 

America’s largest state-wide broadcast awards program grew again this year, setting 
records left and right. Twenty-two TV stations entered the contest, an all-time high. One-

hundred two radio stations sent in entries; we’ve never had that many before. We topped last year’s all-time record of 
1,479 entries by 209, for a grand total of 1,688 entries. The 209 increase year over year is the biggest increase we’ve 
ever recorded. In an era when “Flat is the new up!” how many organizations in our business do you know celebrating 
a 14% increase over their all-time largest year? Amazing numbers, folks. 
 
But, to me at least, all these superlatives fail to convey just how huge you’ve made this contest. Conveniently, I DO 
have a number that may help. This is the eighth year of the revamped, reimagined, reengineered WBA Awards for 
Excellence. Over those eight years, your stations have submitted 10,894 entries, almost 11,000. 11,000 entries…how 
wonderful! 
 
So, now it is high time to begin preparing to celebrate all those awards you’re going to win! The biggest night of the 
WBA year, the WBA Awards Gala will be held on Saturday evening, May 7th, once again at the Marriot Hotel in 
Middleton. If you’ve attended before, you know that this really is a superb evening with beautiful decorations, terrific 
food and lots of whooping and hollering from the well-dressed crowd! You’re going to have a blast! I’d encourage you 
to make your reservations ASAP; with almost 1,700 entries, there’ll surely be a bigger turnout than ever! 
 
Finally, one last note: Over the last ten years, the WBA Awards Committee has been co-chaired by Tom Bier. With his 
abdication as King of WISC-TV (to be replaced by our new, old friend Tom Keeler,) Tom Bier has announced that he 
is also leaving the Awards committee, rearing his horse back on its hind legs, waving his sombrero in the air and riding 
off into the sunset with his wife Kathy. We miss him already. Wherever you’re reading this, take a moment to mentally 
thank Tom Bier for his great work helping to build America’s largest statewide broadcast awards program. 
 
Oh, and that letter A? The Powerball? You ALL get an A for your continued support of the WBA Awards of Excellence! 
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