
AWARDS COMMITTEE COLUMN 

 

How do you take the country’s largest state 
broadcaster award program and make it even 
better? 

By giving more chances to win! 

 
It’s time to channel my inner Ed McMahon and tell you to watch your mailbox 

for exciting news from the WBA Awards Committee. 
 
Your WBA Awards Committee has spent more than a year reviewing our categories, and we devoted a lot of 
our attention to the digital awards. Digital publishing and social media are so important in our business that 
we felt more of your online work needed to be rewarded. 
 
Watch for some category revisions this year in every division, including, for the first time, an opportunity for 
Radio News and Talk, Radio Music, and Television to EACH take home a Digital Station of the Year award 
for your work in 2015! 
 
For those copyreaders-at-heart who really enjoy proofreading our brochure, we think we’ve come up with a 
better definition of which entries are (or are not) compilation-style submissions. Plus, in Radio Sports, we’ve 
opened up the contest to the increasing number of Division 1 men’s and women’s play-by-play broadcasts. 
 
We worked to better define our categories so everyone more clearly understands what the judges are 
looking for —both before and after submission. We think you’ll find the changes much more clear when 
considering your entries. 
 
And we won’t lie —judging Wisconsin’s 1,479 entries is a BIG undertaking. In fact, we had to ask for help 
from four different states last year to help get the record number of entries judged! We are also aware that 
celebrating so many successes makes for a long program. We have received and tossed around many 
ideas on how to ensure we can add a few worthy awards to our program and STILL get you headed to the 
bar…er, your car, by 10 pm. We think we have a few tricks we can use this year to keep our radio and 
television stations together in the same room on the same night and keep things moving along. We feel it is 
important to celebrate as a family. 
 
Watch your mailbox for our WBA Awards Program to arrive at your desk very soon. You may already 
be a winner! 

 
 

Thomas Swigert 
Director of Digital Media 
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