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Sometimes you can be in the right place at the tigig...Or the wrong place at the wrong time. But thanks to
the Fox News Channel, poor Troy Stanley was not eveseptevhen he was in the wrong place at the wrong time
Let's flashback...

The drama began to unfold just after 12 p.m CST on Fridayember 30, 2007. A distraught, middle-aged
man with what appears to be a bomb strapped to his chigstint® Hillary Clinton’s Rochester New Hampshire
campaign office and says he wants to speak with thedated The man then orders people onto the floor bualets
mother and her baby leave. The two remaining hostagesaampaign volunteers.

It was the kind of story TV loves and hates... breakingsnieut with only two minutes of compelling video.
But Producers and managing editors won't want to break &waythe coverage on the off chance something will
unfold while advertisers are pitching room air fresheretheir audience.

4:30 p.m: CST: One of the hostages is released, whilethiee walks out of the campaign headquarters at 5:1!
At roughly the same time, police arrest the hostage taked of story.

So what do you do if you are a reporter and a network anavant to keep your audience from flipping
channels until the situation is resolved? The firstghiou do is try to find out about the hostage taker. Thelgmois
the law enforcement authorities aren’t cooperating. Captair Callaghan of the Manchester, NH police department
releases a statement saying, “it is a fluid and dangerituadion and that it would be highly inappropriate for anytone
publicize the name of the suspect or his condition.teEROX news...Fox reporter Carl Cameron goes on thandli
reports, “We were told by an eyewitness that the suspeeaimed Troy Stanley. The eyewitness reporting thioko F
News is Cody Bennett. Cody Bennett is friends with T8tgnley’s son, Troy Stanley Jr. According to Troy Stadte
his father went to a hardware story earlier in thealaybought road side flares to use as fake explosive device
Witnesses reported that the assailant had flares bomb as he claimed, strapped to his body. Federal law
enforcement officials monitoring the situation from \Magton confirmed to FOX that the suspect had flares in his
possession that were purchased earlier at a local herdizae.”

4:16 CST: Carl Cameron of Fox News reports he has sgokemy Stanley’s exwife. She says Stanley is “a
diagnosed paranoid schizophrenic who has not been takingels.” His medicinal regimen includes lithium, but he
has not been taking it recently. Stanley’s ex-wife a@id she had been married to him for 20 years and heenqes
delusions that there is a chip implanted in his headmeéoe than an half hour, Cameron would report SWAT team
movements interspersed with details on Troy Stanleyhanlife, even going so far as to report that his famas at
the scene.

While this was going on, a blogger went online and repohizdhe visited Stanley’s apartment and found him
home. He even wrote that he had a brief conversatidnhim.

4:40 p.m CST: MSNBC and CNN identify the hostage také&eatand Eisenberg, NOT Troy Stanley. (4:41
p.m. CST: Edward R. Murrow rolled over in his grave.)

FOX News mistakenly identified an innocent man as salgestaker and a paranoid schizophrenic. For more
than 30 minutes they aired out Stanley’s personal liferbefaational audience, pandering to their audiencads lur
curiosity.

To their credit Fox did eventually refer to the susecteeland Eisenberg. Albeit after he was handcufféd ar
put into a squad car. Their online wrap-up even made this badetiaorrection on their website... “A woman earlier
told FOX News that the man’s name was Troy Stanleyhengas a paranoid schizophrenic who wasn't taking his
medication. It was unclear whether Stanley and Eisgnliere one and the same, and police wouldn’t confirm lvenet
Stanley was the assailant, or an alias used by him.”

The situation resolved peacefully so Fox’s faux paslavanake for a funny story to tell at the bar or in
classroom except for one thing--the Fox account stekéise core of the broadcast news industry’s cretdibili

The essential false “fact” in all this: the “eyemats” didn’t withess with his own eyes what he saiddve.

That one error started a cascade of misinforma@i@meron forgot one of the basic journalist rules-itestaccuracy
of information from sources and be careful to avoid ieatnt error.

It is easy to be critical, so in fairness, it ispible that the Fox coverage was just holding up a ntined
reflects how cynical Americans have become. We sedmve reached the point where anybody can accuse anyboc
of anything and be believed. Even worse, we then go cutrofvay to prove the accuser is probably right.

So, all you reporters and aspiring reporters out thereember what every teacher and parent already knows
just because someone says it, that doesn’t makeutathcaccurate.



